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AJOR event of the past twelve months was the passage of 
the Gas Bill. It was introduced in the House of Commons 
on Jan. 21. One hundred and ninety-one days after its 

introduction the Gas Act received the Royal Assent on July 30. 
After a date in 1949 which remains to be appointed by the 
Minister of Fuel and Power, all the gas industry’s property, rights, 
liabilities. and obligations will vest in the Gas Council and the 
twelve Area Boards. In its passage through Parliament the Act 
underwent 379 amendments, of which 252 were made in the 
Commons, and 127 in the Lords. Over 1,100 amendements ap- 
peared on the Order Paper in the Commons. The proceedings 
occupied 178 hours in the Commons and 24 hours in the Lords; 18 
amendments madein the Upper House were rejected by the Govern- 
ment in the Commons. More than one Parliamentary record was 
established in the House of Commons where the last of 36 meet- 
ings of the Committee considering the Bill continued for 50 hours. 
The measure was considerably improved by the amendments made 
as the result of its prolonged and detailed scrutiny in Parliament. 
Throughout the proceedings the “‘ JOURNAL” gave, week by week, 
an epitome and a commentary, interspersing the considered views 
of the British Gas Council, the Co-Partnership Nationalization 
Committee, the Gas Companies’ Protection Association, the Asso- 
ciation of Gas Corporations, among other bodies. Shortly after the 
passage of the Act came the names of the Chairman-designate and 
the Deputy Chairman-designate of the Gas Council. Thereafter 
was an increasing tension within the industry regarding the 
appointment of the Area Board Chairmen, and speculation was 
rife. The tension was broken on Nov. 5, and the names 
announced afforded reassurance. On Dec. 3 came announcement 
of the appointment of seven out of the 12 Deputy Chairmen, 
adding further reassurance concerning the future operation of 
the gas industry under nationalization. We have expressed the 
opinion that the choice shows a happy sense of balance and that 
the personnel of the industry will give their unstinted, whole- 
hearted, traditional support to those appointed. 

Early in the year it was pointed out by the Parliamentary and 
Scientific Committee that if the gas industry was in a position to 
obtain materials required for the repair, reconstruction, and main- 
tenance of plant it could save something like a million tons of coal 
a year. Estimates relating to gas-works making more than 500 
mill. cu.ft. of gas per annum showed that about 865,000 tons of 
coal per annum could ‘be saved by restoring these works to a state 
of first-class efficiency. What applies to gas-making plant applies 
to the distribution system. Again, half a million tons of coal 
could be saved per year if, for instance, all inefficient gas cookers 
were replaced with modern equipment. In spite of handicaps in 
many directions the industry has not lost heart or lessened its 
efforts, and, indeed, in 1948 considerable leeway was made up. 
The while there has been the intolerable and irrational purchase 
lax, frustrating the avowed aim of fuel conservation and acting 
against public health and amenity. The demand for gas in 
home and industry has increased at a rate far beyond expectation 
generally expressed a few years ago, far greater than can be met 
by current supply. But, as we have indicated, there has been no 
atmosphere of despair. Our columns have recounted the opening 
of new carbonizing installations, of new storage plant, of linkings 
In distribution systems, of area developments. The picture at the 


end of 1948 is very encouraging indeed; and not the least im- 
pertant factor is that the potentialities of the gas industry in the 
overall national economy are more widely appreciated in respon- 
sible and authoritative quarters—governmental, scientific, and 
industrial alike—than at any period in the industry’s long and 
proud history. 

During the year all the technical organizations within the 
industry have been as active as—if not more active than—at any 
time before the war, as the pages of the ‘“ JouRNAL ” throughout 
1948 testify. As previously in this review we refer later specifically 
to the work of the Institution of Gas Engineers, of the Gas 
Research Board, of the Coke Associations. We would recall here 
the first meeting since 1939 of the Irish Gas Association. This 
was in September. The venue was Cork, and our issue of Sept. 22 
carried a full report of the proceedings. The discussions by the 
Associations have been altogether helpful, and much information 
has been gained on such questions as oxide purification. 
mechanical handling, the use of mechanical producers—to mention 
a few only. Important among the technical associations are, of 
course, the Juniors, whose valuable work we have recorded in full 
in Our contemporary, “Gas.” Continuance of the work of all 
these bodies is essential to the progress of the gas industry under 
nationalization, and we have every reason for believing that the 
associations will, in fact, have full support and every encourage- 
ment. Nor must we forget the service angle. We have witnessed 
with lively satisfaction the gathering momentum .of the Gas Sales- 
men’s Circles throughout the United Kingdom. In spite of diffi- 
culties, in face of controls, some of which are fantastic, the Circles 
maintained through the war an enthusiastic outlook and devoted 
thought to improving their technical knowledge, substituting for 
selling a new conception of service to the consumer. Of late some 
Circles which have been dormant have been rescusitated; new 
Circles have been formed. Here again we have followed their 
progress keenly, and their growing strength and increasing activi- 
ties have been reflected in our contemporary, “GAS SERVICE.” 
Under nationalization we must maintain our personal service and 
contact with the consumer. As with the Junior organizations, we 
feel that the Salesmen’s Circles will be accorded full recognition 
and support in the future. 

We have touched briefly on a few aspects of the gas industry in 
1948, which has seen it enter into a period of re-adjustment. The 
past twelve months have, we think, been marked by effective 
co-operation in every sphere both within the industry and 
between the industry and the Government. The industry will pass 
to State ownership as a most valuable national asset, a highly 
efficient entity charged with purpose for the common good. Such 
co-operation and purpose stand out in the following review. 


BRITISH GAS COUNCIL 


ESTING date under the Gas Act has not yet been announced, 
but this is almost certainly the last occasion on which we shall 
review a full calendar year’s work of the present British Gas 
Council, whose property, rights, liabilities, and obligations will 
vest in the Gas Council under the Gas Act, 1948. It would be idle 
to speculate on what will happen after vesting date, but it is obvious 
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that much of the same, or even extended, machinery will be necessary 
if the irdustry is to maintain a service which is second to none in 
meeting efficiently and economically the needs of the community. 
The relationship between greater and smaller neighbours will be 
changed, but it is unlikely that the industry will be able, even if it is 
willing, suddenly to dispense with the structure voluntarily and steadily 
built up during the past 37 years. Our present purpose, however, 
is not to prophesy but to look back over the past 12 months—a year 
in which the work of the Executive Committee and the Central Board, 
the Domestic Gas Development, Industrial Gas Development, 
Publicity, Finance, and Staff Committees has continued to expand, 
as have the activities of other Committees dealing with particular 
matters, such as nationalization, rating and taxation, benzole, coke 
oven gas, war damage, coal, and materials. 

In its present form the British Gas Council, consisting of member 
undertakings, comprises 660 compary and 240 local authority gas 
undertakings, representing 95°% of the total gas sold in the United 
Kingdom. We may mention in passing that the British Gas Federa- 
tion, inaugurated in 1934 as a link between the Institution of Gas 
Engineers, the National Gas Council, the British Commercial Gas 
Association, the Gas Companies’ Protection Association, and the 
Society of British Gas Industries for furthering the interests and welfare 
of the industry, was wound up at its eighth annual general meeting 
in February. The Federation’s most historic effort was the production, 
at the end of 1943, of the ‘‘ Report on the Planning of the Gas In- 
dustry.” That report envisaged a “* British Gas Association,’’ and 
although the ‘* Association’ was never in fact formed, steps were 
taken early in 1945 to co-ordinate the work of the National Gas 
Council and the British Commercial Gas Association. From the 
small committee which, for a time, was entrusted with the transaction 
of the business of both bodies there developed the British Gas Council, 
which was formally incorporated in 1946. 


“ 


NATIONALIZATION 


HE work of the B.G.C. Nationalization Committee has been 
particularly arduous. While the basic objects of the B.G.C. 
have been pursued with vigour, 1948 has been marked historically 


by the passage of the Gas Act, which received the Royal Assent on° 


July 30. 

B.G.C. action on nationalization dates from the summer of 1946, 
when District Meetings in England, Scotland, and Wales resolved 
that the industry was not in favour of the principle of nationalization, 
but that if the industry was to be nationalized it would co-operate 
with the Ministry to ensure the best possible service under a nationalized 
structure and organization. The voting, though decisive, was not 
unanimous, for some of the municipalities sharing the same political 
colours as the national Government saw no reason to oppose extension 
of the principle of public ownership, and at the other end of the scale 
there was a small right wing minority who would have nothing to do 
with nationalization, whatever happened. Long before the publica- 
tion of the Bill the British Gas Council, still reserving its freedom to 
oppose the principle of nationalization, had rendered substantial 
aid to the Ministry in its drafting of the Bill by submitting a series of 
memoranda, including a draft layout of the areas, a note on compensa- 
tion in the event of the industry being nationalized, and a note on the 
desirability of the transfer to the gas industry of coke oven installations 
primarily associated with public gas supply. 

In addition to the submission of memoranda the Council was in 
constant contact with the Ministry and His Maijesty’s Opposition 
during the passage of the Bill through Parliament. The Bill was 
continuously under consideration by the Nationalization Committee, 
particularly with a view to the determination of appropriate amend- 
ments. Representatives of the Council were present throughout 
the several and prolonged stages of the Bill in Parliament, watching 
the progress of the Bill and giving advice and information as necessary. 
As its Parliamentary Agent the Council retained Sir Geoffrey Cox 
and as its Financial Adviser Mr. Arthur Collins. Detailed “* briefs ”’ 
were prepared in support of amendments moved on behalf of the 
Council, whose publications were of considerable value. The present 
gas industry is described in The Gas Industry: Facts and Figures, 
which was prepared by Mr. J. R. W. Alexander, General Manager 
of the British Gas Council, and published in January. This was 
specially useful during the debate on the second reading of the Bill, 
which was preceded by many consultations with those opposing the 
measure. During the debate the Minister stated that the Bill was 
**an essential part of the Government’s plan for reconstructing and 
co-ordinating the fuel and power industries of the country. The gas 
industry is an industry with great possibilities, and though much has 
been achieved in the past despite many handicaps, those possibilities 
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will never be realized unless a fundamental change is made in the 
structure of the industry.” . 

It is impossible in a necessarily short review of the year’s events 
to give more than a few of the main features of the Act. For the 
information of all concerned within and without the industry and for 
member undertakings in particular, Mr. Alexander summariz2d the 
Act in The Structure of the Gas Industry under the Gas Act, 1948. 
In this 22-page publication is outlined the future structure of the 
industry in so far as it was ascertainable in October, sinc2 when the 
main developments have be2n the announc:ment of the names of the 
Chairmen of the 12 Areas Gas Boards, the names of seven of the 
12 Deputy Chairmen, and the publication of the draft maps showing 
how the undertakings will be grouped und-r the new Areas. The 
Act gives substantial effect to the Council’s memorandum on the 
Organization and Regional Boundaries of a Nationalized Gas Industry 
and to many other submissions, but it does not adopt the Council's 
recommendations on compensation to shareholders and local authori- 
ties, nor does it fulfill the Council’s ideas on the transfer to the gas 
industry of coke oven installations primarily associated with public 
gas supply. 

The Gas Act differs in many respects from the Electricity Act, 1947. 
Under the scheme for electricity nationalization, for example, the 
British Electricity Authority is the generating authority and is respon- 
sible for the supply of electricity in bulk to the Areas. The Gas Act 
places the responsibility for carbonization on the Area Boards, 
which are also empowered to manufacture and sell coke and by- 
products and to sell and supply gas and coke fittings and, after consul- 
tation with the Gas Council, to manufacture gas plant and fittings. 
The Area Boards have ample authority under the Act to sub-divid: 
their Areas into operational District Management Groups. As we 
have said, the measure was improved in many respects during its long 
journey to the Statute Book, and, for good or ill, the whole of the 
industry’s assets and liabilities will be transferred to the Area Boards 
on vesting date. Originally the Bill contemplated the winding up of 
co-partnership schemes, but in its final form it says that provision 
shall be made by regulations for continuing existing schemes for such 
period after vesting date as may be specified in the regulations, with 
such adaptations and modifications as appear to the Ministry to be 
necessary or expedient. 

The Lords introduced an amendment, which the Commons accepted, 
providing for the taking over, as if they were gas undertakings, of the 
British Gas Council, the Federation of Gas Employers, the National 
Federation of Gas Coke Associations, and the Association of Gas 
Corporations. Thus, within a few days of the granting of the Royal 
Assent, the position of the staff of the British Gas Council, who had 
done so much to help in improving the measure, was clarified. 

While the Gas Bill was still on its way through the House of 
Commons the Minister of Fuel and Power appointed Mr. A. E. 
Sylvester as Chairman-designate, and Colonel H. C. Smith as Deputy- 
Chairman-designate of the Gas Council. This early announcement 
was received throughout the gas industry with satisfaction, inasmuch 
as it meant that, so far as the central authority is concerned, the gas 
industry would continue to be led by two men occupying important 
positions within the industry. After many months of waiting, the 
names of the 12 Area Board Chairmen who will, ex officio, be members 
of the Gas Council, were announced on Nov. 5. Seven were already 
in high office in the gas industry and the five new-comers were warmly 
welcomed. Four weeks later, on Dec. 2, the Minister announced 
the names of seven of the 12 Deputy-Chairmen, and the industry was 
further reassured by the fact that in each of the five instances in which 
administrators not previously associated with the industry are at the 
helm there will be a Deputy-Chairman possessing ripe experience of the 
industry. 


LEGISLATION 


HE work of the British Gas Council in legal and Parliamentary 

matters has continued to expand, largely owing to the continuous 

outflow of legislation on a great variety of subjects, all affecting 
the interests of member undertakings to a greater or less extent. 
Apart from the unprecedented amount of work involved in connexion 
with the Gas Act, all Private Bills deposited during the session were 
reviewed, and the attention of undertakings was directed to matters 
in which it appeared that protection of their interests was necessary. 
Statutory gas companies are affected by the provisions of the 
Companies Act, 1947, which came into operation on July 1 this year. 
in respect of investigations and the register of directors and secretaries, 
unless expressly exempted by the Board of Trade. Following repre- 
sentations the Board intimated that it proposed to exempt, on applica- 
tion, utility companies incorporated by statute (except water, powe!, 
and hydraulic power undertakers) on the ground that they are subject 
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to a large measure of control by their appropriate Government 
Departments and that they will in many cases cease to carry on business 
as a result of nationalization. The Act applies to the accounts of 
registered gas companies presented to general meetings held since 
July 1 notwithstanding that the accounts relate to a period prior to 
that date. 

Under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, the Council 
had under consideration the opposition of the City of Oxford on 
planning grounds to the extension of the gas-works within the City. 
As an alternative the City proposed that the extension should be 
carried Out on a site at Cowley, an industrial suburb of the City. 
After considerable negotiation between the City and the Gas Company, 
in which the Ministry of Fuel and Power intervened, a local enquiry 
was held, and in December the City Council received from its Parlia- 
mentary and Planning Committee a report indicating that the Council’s 
proposal had been turned down by the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning. The report stated: ‘‘ The Minister sympathizes with the 
Council’s wish to secure the ultimate removal of the gas-works from 
the present site, but in view of the additional capital expenditure 
and the considerable quantity of materials, especially steel, which would 
be needed if the necessary plant and buildings were located at a distance 
from the existing works, he does not feel justified at the present time 
in pressing for this course to be adopted. He agrees, however, that 
some modification of the Order promoted by the Gas Company is 
desirable to secure that the Council’s future plans for re-development 
will not be prejudiced.”” Accordingly the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
invited the Company to submit a revised draft Order providing for 
an increase in the capacity, and consequently in the length, of the 
proposed retort house to be erected on the site immediately south 
of the existing works, this increase in capacity being designed to 
replace the existing retort house on the north bank of the river, the 
site of which is to cease to be used for gas purposes in 10 years’ time, 
or such other period as the Minister may direct. The report added 
that it had been ascertained that the Southern Gas Board, to be set up 
under the Gas Act, would be informed by the Minister that he recog- 
nized that there was much to be said for the view that the gas-works 
should ultimately be removed from its present site, and it would be 
advised to investigate the possibility of doing this “* within the next 
30 years or so.””. The question of the erection of the proposed new 
holder on the south bank was also deferred for the consideration of 
the Board, but would, in any event, require the consent of both 
Ministers. The report ended that as the modification of the Order fell 
far short of the Council’s original decision opposition to the Order 
was being maintained. 

Evidence compiled by the British Gas Council from information 
obtained from a large number of gas undertakings affected by mining 
subsidence was submitted to the Mining Subsidence Committee 
appointed by the Minister of Fuel and Power to examine the law of 
support and the problem of damage caused by mining subsidence. 
During the hearing of the evidence the Chairman of the Committee 
suggested that the British Gas Council should endeavour to make an 
interim arrangement with the National Coal Board pending the 
implementation of the Committee’s report by legislation. Negotia- 
tions were opened with the Board, and interim arrangements were 
agreed and communicated to the Area General Managers of the Board 
and to the gas undertakings concerned, under which, among other 
matters, the National Coal Board will give notice of approach to 
important gas installations well in advance of their workings. While 
it is impossible for the Coal Board to avoid working under gas distribu- 
tion systems, the Board will give all possible information to gas 
undertakings regarding past and projected coal workings. 


WAR DAMAGE 


AS undertakings have supplied the information required by 
the questionnaire agreed by the Treasury, the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power, and the British Gas Council, to ascertain the amount 

of war damage suffered by individual undertakings. Further 
Negotiations have resulted in the amount of war damage contribution 
Payable by gas undertakings being reduced from 50% to 274% of 
the total amount of damage suffered by the industry. On the basis 
of the estimated total amount of such damage, the total liability of 
each individual gas undertaking should be reduced from 0.75d. per 
therm to 0.4d. per therm, approximately, on the average annual sales 
during the four financial years of the undertaking ended 1941, 1942, 
1943, and 1944, excluding gas sold in bulk to other undertakings and 
gas purchased unpurified by the undertaking from coke ovens and 
not passed through the works, plant, or mains of the undertaking. 
If the contribution is collected in four equal annual instalments, each 
Payment should amount to 0.1d. per therm. 
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Negotiations have also taken place with regard to cost of work 
claims for work not yet executed, as a result of which it was agreed 
that such claims should be based on an “ uplift” of 100% on 1939 
costs, after allowing the appropriate deduction for depreciation. 
Where the claim is for a value payment on property entirely 
demolished and not to be replaced, the “* uplift ”’ will be 45% with an 
additional amount in lieu of interest of 2% per annum, less income 
tax calculated as from the date of the damage. The British Gas Council 
has discussed several matters arising from war damage with the 
Ministry during the year, including claims in respect of requisitioned 
railway wagons and the adjustment of highway expenditure as between 
the highways and the public utility schemes. As a result of represen- 
tations the Minister agreed that in connexion with claims for cost of 
works payments on such property as the dwelling houses of gas em- 
ployees the War Damage Commission would not insist on a deduction 
for depreciation where the house was erected after 1914, or where, if 
erected before that date, it was of modern construction and, prior 
to the damage, structurally sound. 


RATING AND VALUATION 


HE Taxation and Rating Committee of the British Gas Council 

has considered a number of matters arising from the assessment 

of gas undertakings under the Rating and Valuation Act, 1925, 
particularly attempts made by various rating authorities to reduce 
the percentage normally allowed on tenants’ capital in order to com- 
pute the amount of the tenants’ share. The Committee has reviewed 
the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1948, under which the 
nationalized transport and electricity industries are exempt from the 
payment of rates, but will pay to the Minister of Health, for distribu- 
tion to rating authorities, an amount based, in the case of electricity, 
on the global amount paid in rates by the undertaking in the year 
1947-48. The amount is to be adjusted from year to year in accordance 
with variations in the quantity of electricity sold and the average 
amount of rates per pound throughout the country. This system 
has the advantage of abolishing the multiplicity of rating authorities 
with which undertakers deal and overcomes the defects in the present 
method of assessment, to which on many occasions the British Gas 
Council has called the attention of the Ministry. 


PURCHASE TAX 


DHERING to the principle that purchase tax should be removed 
from the cost of all gas appliances, the British Gas Council 
has again been concerned with purchase tax problems during the 

year, upon which it has continuously made representations. It will 
be recalled that the re-imposition, in the 1947 Budget, of purchase 
tax on domestic gas and electricity appliances as an alleged deterrent 
to the consumption of gas and electricity was challenged, and a case 
for the exemption of gas appliances from the tax was submitted to the 
Chancellor and communicated to the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
and other Departmentsconcerned. In June, 1947, the tax was removed 
retrospectively to the date of re-imposition, on cooking and certain 
other appliances, but not on water heaters or space heaters. A further 
case for exemption was submitted and the tax on some appliances 
was modified, but nothing was conceded on water heaters and space 
heaters. In the supplementary Budget of November, 1947, an all- 
round increase in the rates of purchase tax on gas appliances was 
imposed, water heaters and space heaters becoming chargeable at 
75% instead of 663 %. 


Before the introduction of the April, 1948, Budget, the British 
Gas Council again made representations to the Chancellor, the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, and other Departments for the removal 
of the tax from gas appliances, especially water heaters, attention 
being drawn to the fact that fuel economy was not secured by, and 
undesirable consequences arose from, the placing of heavy taxation 
on appliances which consumed fuel in the most efficient and economical 
manner. The Budget, however, increased the tax on water heaters 
and space heaters to the maximum rate of 100% and subjected domestic 
refrigerators to a tax of 334°. Amendments were accordingly tabled 
on the Committee stage of the Finance (No. 2) Bill in the House of 
Commons to exempt gas water heaters and space heaters from the tax, 
with the result that the tax on such appliances was reduced, as from 
June 16, to 66% %, the tax on electric water heaters and space heaters 
remaining unaltered at 100%. Efforts are continuing to be made 
by the British Gas Council to secure the exemption of all gas appliances 
from purchase tax. 
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DOMESTIC GAS DEVELOPMENT 


HILE shortages of materials and appliances and the incidence 
W of purchase tax on certain gas appliances have made the year a 

difficult one the gas industry has pursued its policy of improv- 
ing the standards of domestic heat services, reducing labour in the 
home, conserving coal by the use of efficient and economical gas 
and coke appliances, and eliminating smoke. The implementation 
of that policy is facilitated by the work of the Domestic Gas Develop- 
ment Committee and its District Committees, Technical Sub-Com- 
mittee, and Joint Consultative Committee with the manufacturers 
of domestic appliances. Technical and commercial information is 
regularly .distributed—particularly data of use to undertakings in 
negotiations with local authorities—and official reports and other 
communications have been condensed and interpreted for guidance. 
Progress has been made in the standardization of sales and service 
policies. The principle of standard prices for gas mains, services, 
and carcassing of new houses; and uniform cash prices and hire 
purchase rates for new appliances, has been accepted by undertakings 
in certain districts. Consideration is being given to the retail market- 
ing of gas appliances through channels other than gas undertakings 
with a view to the adoption of a common policy and practice. 

The Government’s experimental housing developments have given 
rise to considerable technical work. Trial installations of new types 
of appliances and performance tests have been conducted on different 
sites; the testing of appliances for the Ministry of Supply for the 
national housing drive has been continued, and special laboratory 
tests have been made for several Government Departments on proto- 
type appliances and fittings, new materials, and methods of house 
construction. Negotiations have continued with the Ministries on 
the allocation and delivery of materials, especially steel and iron for the 
production of gas cookers and on the involved procedure associated 
with the obtaining of authorization. 

More gas undertakings have adopted Home Service as a medium 
for the promotion of good relations with domestic consumers, but 
the ultimate aim of having one home service adviser for every group 
of 10,000 consumers is far from being attained. A new development 
has been the formation of discussion groups for home service advisers 
under the egis of the District Domestic Development Committees 
and in co-operation with the Gas Salesmen’s Circles, groups having 
been formed in the London, South Western, North Western, Midland, 
and Yorkshire areas. In June a successful two-days conference of 
home service advisers was held in London, and was attended by 112 
advisers from 64 undertakings. 

The Home Service Section of the British Gas Council affords 
an advisory and consultant service to undertakings in all home service 
matters and assists in the organization of their activities. The Sales- 
men’s Circles have continued to meet regularly, and new Circles have 
been formed. 


INDUSTRIAL GAS DEVELOPMENT 


LTHOUGH for diplomatic reasons the Industrial Gas Develop- 
ment Centres are precluded from releasing their valuable reports 
for publication by the Technical Press, much has been achieved 

in the development of new applications of gas for industrial purposes. 
There has been an increasing demand for industrial gas by manufac- 
turers of plant, who are being encouraged to turn to gas as a heating 
medium and receive technical advice and assistance from the Centres. 
Development work has been carried out during the year and dis- 
cussions have been held on such subjects as flame failure devices, fish 
frying ranges, de-enamelling and scale removal by caustic 
soda, radiant heating equipment, bakers’ ovens, town gas flame harden- 
ing equipment, permeable lined furnaces, gas immersion heaters, 
ice cream making plant, and insulating refractories. 

Contact is maintained with Government Departments and a report 
was sent to the Ministry of Fuel and Power on gas consumption for 
school, factory, and services kitchens. The British Standards Institu- 
tion has set up a Committee on standards for canteen equipment on 
which the British Gas Council is represented. Technical enquiries 
dealt with by the Industrial Gas Information Bureau at Gas Industry 
House cover such subjects as the manufacture of powders for fluorescent 
lighting; large-scale catering equipment for factories and schools; 
soldering tinplate articles; radiant heat for various ndustrial processes; 
gas for agricultural purposes; bread baking; pottery firing; glass 
annealing; bitumen melting; space heating; Turkish baths; rubber 
curing; and cremation. 

The present trend towards operation with a minimum of labour 
«nd therefore frequently without close attention creates a demand 
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for such qualities as reliability over long periods during which 
the equipment may work at elevated temperatures and under 
stress, and safety from flame failure. Developments are con- 
tinually being directed towards the design of plant which will 
function under such conditions. Evidence of the increasing 
attention which is being given to this aspect is seen in the com- 
pletion of the work of the Industrial Gas Development Com- 
mittee in collaboration with the Factory Department of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service on the memorandum 
on “Safety in Design'and Operation of Gas-heated Ovens and 
Furnaces.” This document, which will be available shortly, will 
assist in raising the standard of safety of industrial gas equipment. 
The implementation of the recommendations canot take place 
immediately but they will serve as a guide in the evolution of 
new designs in the future. 


There is an ever increasing demand for industrial gas for all 
processes. The term “industrial gas” in this sense covers all 
aspects of the use of gas for purposes other than domestic and 
therefore includes not only the use of gas in factories but the 
important commercial loads such as large scale catering, heating, 
and in many other fields where gas can play a part in the running 
of hotels, catering establishments, schools, hospitals, swimming 
baths and municipal buildings, to quote only a few. A typical 
example of the increase in load can be quoted in the use of 
gas in the bread and confectionery baking industry. In more 
than one undertaking the baking load has doubled itself in the 
course of the year. This development is not one for which the 
gas industry can claim all the oredit for it has been brought 
about with the ready co-operation of the industrial gas appliance 
manufacturers who are fully aware of the need for equipment 
which is attractive, economical, safe, and reliable. A further 
example of the application of industrial gas, particularly brought 
about by the need for improved hygienic conditions, is in the 
manufacture of ice cream. Although most ice cream is already 
processed in a satisfactory manner, S.R. & O. No. 1947/612, and 
1948/819 (Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, &c.) Regulations), requires 
that all ice cream is made safe for human consumption by 
pasteurizing, and the phrase “the heat treatment of ice cream” 
may become as familiar as “the heat treatment of steel.” The 
order comes into full force in May, 1949, and, to ensure the 
availability of suitable pasteurizers, the appliances of a number 
of manufacturers have been examined and, where necessary, 
advice has been given on the design. 


To ensure that there is no waste of resources and particularly 
in considering the important problems of maintenance and re- 
newal of spare parts, consideration continues to be given to 
standardization of fittings and materials. To this end, close col- 
laboration is maintained with the British Standards Institution 
and other official bodies. Progress is being made in other im- 
portant industries, such as the glass industry, the ceramic industry, 
and the steel industry. In these industries, as in others, heat 
treatment or heating processes are of paramount importance. 
Many products, although superior to those made in the last few 
years, Owing to increasing complexity of requirements, demand 
in their manufacture greater control, particularly of temperature 
and time cycles, which can be easily obtained by the use of gas. 


The shortage of labour calls for a considerable degree of auto- 
matic control and progress of industrial gas equipment in the 
last year in this direction is evident. The instrument manufac- 
turers are well aware of the problems and there is a steady 
trend towards the desirable requirement that all gas equipment 
shall be automatically controlled with the minimum of effort. 
Many new ideas are in course of development which will bring 
industrial and commercial gas increasingly into the picture. In 
such developments, it should be mentioned again that the industry 
can rely on the heip and collaboration of the appliance manu- 
facturers who are always ready to adapt themselves to those new 
problems and new conditions for which the industry, if it is to 
retain its supremacy, must be prepared. There is no doubt that 
industrial gas is growing beyond the expectations of many under- 
takings and will be one of the vital loads as time goes on. 

Modification has been made in the Technical Quarterly Reports 
to member undertakings to give them wider appeal. Reports have 
been issued dealing with the following, among other, subjects: Flow 
of gas in pipes and valves; staining glass; oil boiling; experiments on 
air-gas mixtures in pipes; galvanizing; tests on injectors for firing 
through tubes in radiant heat ovens; the warm air furnace type of 
space heater; degreasing; tunnel burner design; manufacture of 
macaroni and similar food products; pottery firing; gas-fired unit 
air heaters; fish frying; and varnish making. 
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PLANT, MATERIALS, AND APPLIANCES 


DEVELOPMENT of considerable importance to the adequate 

supply of plant, materials, and appliances has been the setting 

up by the British Gas Council of a Materials Committee to 
consider matters relating to the supply of the major materials used 
by gas undertakings. The Committee will facilitate negotiations 
with the Ministry of Fuel and Power and other Government Depart- 
ments and will work in close co-operation with the Society of British 
Gas Industries. While there has been some improvement in the 
availability of materials for the erection of gas manufacturing plant 
necessary to make good arrears of replacements, extensions and 
maintenance, silica is still a difficult ‘*‘ bottleneck.”” The Ministry of 
Supply has set up a special Committee to deal with refractories and 
two Sub-Committees are considering the problem from the production 
and carbonization aspects. The overall production of refractories 
has increased to about 275,000 tons per annum and measures have 
been taken to ensure that the fuel industries obtain an adequate share 
of the increased output. The supply of timber has improved. 

The gas industry is now getting supplies of steel at the rate of 
150,000 tons per annum, compared with 180,000 tons before the war, 
and about 50,000 during the war. The policy of the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power in encouraging the use of cast iron instead of steel for pipe 
resulted early in the year in the demand exceeding the supply 
Although the allocation to gas undertakings has been increased, 
the rate of delivery of pipes, especially of the smaller sizes, and of 
“ specials,” is uncertain. Lack of adequate supplies of steel and 
cast iron for tubes and fittings continued to cause anxiety, and although 
an increased allocation of steel tubes has been made arrears in the 
maintenance of gas distribution systems have become increasingly 
serious. It is estimated that 9,000 to 10,000 tons of steel are needed 
annually to maintain existing distribution systems in efficient condition, 
but since 1939 such an amount has not been available, so that the 
cumulative arrears of distribution work are considerable. Improviza- 
tions have been adopted and second-hand materials have been used, 
but such expedients are no longer available. 

The inadequate allocation of steel to appliance manufacturers 
for 1948 and the inability to maintain gas appliances in efficient and 
safe condition by reason of the acute shortage of spare parts, tubes, 
and fittings have been the subject of extensive negotiations with the 
Ministries concerned. It is estimated that at least a million tons of 
coal per annum would be saved if steel were available to replace 
earlier type appliances with apparatus affording greater efficiency 
and economy. 

Release of spent oxide from price control and the increase, from 
Mar. 1, in the price of imported pyrites and sulphur by 14d. and 2d. 
per unit respectively were matters of negotiation between the British 
Gas Council, the Board of Trade, and other interested parties. The 
present position is that undertakings which are supplying spent oxide 
to acid manufacturers without stocks might, by negotiation, obtain 
an additional 1d. per unit, but that acid manufacturers with stocks 
may refuse to pay more than the present price. 

In addition to its constant efforts to obtain better supplies of the 
materials necessary to the manufacture, distribution, and utilization 
of gas, the British Gas Council is endeavouring to secure simplification 
of the complex procedure involved by the control of materials and the 
unification of such procedure by the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 


PUBLICITY 


NONTINUED shortage of plant, appliances, and materials, and 
( A the need for the avoidance of waste in the use of fuel have 
resulted in the publicity policy of the British Gas Council 
continuing to be based on the maintenance of prestige and confidence 


and the dissemination of information. Undue stimulation of con- 
sumer demand has been carefully avoided. General newspaper 
advertising has been restricted and the Council has concentrated 
on exhibitions, films, and publications, supplemented by increasing 
editorial activities, which include the widespread distribution of 
news and information. The year has been characterized by much 
greater activity in exhibitions than during the previous year, and the 
Council has participated in London and provincial fixtures of national 
significance which have been revived after prolonged wartime sus- 
Pension. The Exhibitions Committee and the Industrial Gas Develop- 
ment Committee organized the “* Gas in Industry ’’ show at the British 
Industries Fair at Birmingham in May. Four working exhibits 
Were displayed, dealing with the manufacture of files, radiant heat 
drying, bolt heating using the latest type ‘‘ concentrated combustion ” 
burners, and die-casting employing a gas-heated melting pot. Large- 
scale equipment was displayed on behalf of the British Gas Council 
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at the Hotel, Restaurant, and Catering Exhibition at Olympia in 
January. 

It has been estimated that well over two million people have this 
year visited exhibitions in which, in one form or another, the British 
Gas Council has kept gas service well before the public, the Council 
having participated in the Daily Herald Modern Homes Exhibition; 
Hospital (Domestic Aids) Exhibition ; Industrial Wales Exhibition; 
International Building Trades Exhibition; News of the World Home 
Making Exhibition; Daily Mail Women’s Fair; and the Daily Mail 
Ideal Home Exhibition. Of the 1,060,000 people who paid for 
admission to the Ideal Home Exhibition nearly 850,000 passed through 
the Gas Pavilion, which bore the title ‘“‘ The Seven Ages of Woman.” 
In cur review last year we referred to the “* Publicity Parade ’’ display 
at Gas Industry House which, in the event, proved so attractive that 
it was extended long beyond its originally planned closing date. A 
souvenir brochure serves as a lasting record of a very successful 
effort, and, coupled with the comprehensive Publicity Catalogue, 
the second edition of which was published in October, gives a very 
good account of the united efforts of many departments at Gas 
Industry House to keep gas consumers of all kinds fully informed of 
the industry’s developments. 


Directly after the close of ‘“* Publicity Parade’ preparations were 
made for the Council’s next exhibition, “The Nation’s Wealth,” 
which opened in November and promises another long and successful 
run. Whereas ‘‘ Publicity Parade’ depicted the manifold services 
of the B.G.C.’s Publicity Division and was staged by experts for 
experts, “‘ The Nation’s Wealth’? has a more general appeal. Its 
presentation called for certainly no less ingenuity; throughout it 
bears the mark of the expert, but the “ receiving end” is the man 
—and the woman and the child—in the street, to whom the fascinating 
story of gas, from the coalmine to the tap, is unfolded in a natural 
and picturesque sequence. Industrial, commercial, and domestic 
uses of gas are vividly illustrated, largely by working models, and again, 
as in the case of the previous exhibition, a brochure provides a per- 
manent record of the lessons to be learnt from the display. Invitations 
have been issued to hundreds of schools, and casual visitors are also 
welcomed. The gas industry has a perpetually changing display 
at the Building Centre, but neither Gas Industry House nor the Building 
Centre attracts the same crowds as the larger shopping centres, and 
there is something to be said for the suggestion put forward at the 
annual meeting of the British Gas Council in June, that when the 
industry has a really big story to tell it would be well to tell it in one 
or other of the famous stores. 


The exhibition of films produced by the British Gas Council con- 
tinues to expand. New films have been produced and others with- 
drawn. The Council has produced 55 films during the past 18 
years, of which 33 remain in circulation. These are described in the 
comprehensive and illustrated Publicity Catalogue issued during the 
year. One thousand copies of the films are available. During the 
year 350 copies of the films were purchased, while those on free loan 
have been shown before 380,000 persons, those projected in complete 
programmes by the Mobile Units of the Council have been seen 
by 140,000 and those exhibited by gas undertakings have attracted 
audiences of 250,000—a total of 770,000 people and involving 7,500 
shows. Courses of instruction in the use of films and film projectors 
have been introduced for the staffs of member undertakings, and 
addresses in films have been given to the Salesmen’s Circles and other 
audiences. Difficulty has been experienced in the production of 
suitable film strip, but it is becoming available in increasing volume. 
Vast quantities of display material have again been provided; the 
B.G.C. photographic service has been extended, and hundreds of 
lectures have been given to schools and adult audiences throughout 
the country. -The Information Bureau deals with between 3,000 and 
4,000 enquiries in the course of a year, mainly from municipal authori- 
ties, architects, builders, teachers, and students. 


MANIFOLD ACTIVITIES 


“¥~ HE limitations of space prevent the recording of all of the mani- 
fold activities of the British Gas Council, which—as the 
representative body of the gas industry—has as its principal 

object the promotion of the commercial prosperity of the gas industry 

and the extension, promotion, and defence of its interests and welfare. 

In practice this involves publicity in all its aspects; the formulation of 

policy; negotiations with the Government Departments, national 

authorities, and other organizations; the safeguarding of the Parlia- 
mentary and legal interests of the gas industry; education; the promo- 
tion of research; the development of the uses of gas; and the main- 
tenance of supplies of coal, materials, and appliances. It is gratifying 
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that these activities have been successfully maintained, despite pre- 
occupation with the impending nationalization of the gas industry 
and the shortage of revenue, staff, and accommodation. 


THE INSTITUTION 


HE Council of the Institution of Gas Engineers, with its 

technical and educational Committees, can look back on 

a full and important year in the several fields of its activity. 
The Institution acknowledges with gratitude its indebtedness to 
all the members of Council and of Committees whose time has 
been freely and unsparingly given in making possible the work 
of the Institution on behalf of the gas industry. 

There was a substantial increase in membership during the 
year, the total membership rising from 2,132 to approximately 
2,458. The loss through death of 14 memebers is reported with 
regret. Among these were Mr. P. G. G. Moon, O.B.E., and Mr. 
Henry Woodall, J.P., two members whose services to the industry 
and to the Institution were very considerable. Mr. Moon had 
served on the Council of the Institution and was at the time 
of his death a member of the Council of the Gas Research 
Board, Chairman of No. 6 Regional Gas Engineering Advisory 
Board and a member of the Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Com- 
mittee. Mr. Woodall, who had been a member of the Institution 
for over 50 years, took an active interest, inter alia, in the 
Benevolent Fund, of which he was a Trustee. 

The 85th Annual General Meeting of the Institution was held 
in London on June 8-11, 1948. Owing to the fact that the usual 
meeting place, the Great Hall of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 
was not available, the business sessions were held at Friends 
House, Euston Road. In addition to the business sessions, 
arrangements were made for a number of works visits, including 
the Beckton Works of the Gas Light and Coke Company, the 
Wembley Works of the British Oxygen Co., the Neasdon Works 
of Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., the Rotherhithe Works of 
the South Metropolitan Gas Company, the Charlton Works of 
J. Stone and Co., Ltd., and the Telcon Works of the Telegraph 
Construction and Maintenance Co., Ltd., Greenwich. In addition, 
a ladies’ visit to Kew Gardens and a full day excursion by 
motor coach to St. Albans and Whipsnade were arranged. The 
reception and dance were held at the Connaught Rooms where 
the limitation on numbers which had latterly been an unfortunate 
necessity, did not apply. It was generally agreed that it was a 
highly successful function. The Annual General Meeting was 
attended by representatives of kindred Associations in several 
foreign countries and it was a particular pleasure to welcome 
delegates from Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Norway, and 
Switzerland. 

The Institution Gold Medal, 1947, was awarded to G. M. 
Rimmer, A.M.LE.E., M.American LE.E., for his paper on 
“ Electricity in the Gas Industry.” presented at the 84th Annual 
General Meeting of the Institution on June 5, 1947. The H. E. 
Jones London Medal, 1947, was awarded to M. Noone and A. G. 
Grant, M.Sc., Assoc.M.Inst.Gas E., for their joint paper on “ The 
High-Pressure Gasholder,” read at the 84th Annual General 
Meeting of the Institution on June 4, 1947. The Institution Silver 
Medal, 1947, was awarded to A. K. Collinge, M.Inst.Gas E., for 
his paper on “Four Years’ Development at Preston,” read at 
the Autumn Meeting of the Manchester District Association of 
Gas Engineers on Oct. 31, 1947. The Institution Bronze Medal, 
1947, was awarded to J. A. Speers, M.Sc., M.Inst.Gas E., for 
his paper on “ The Influence of Packing Density in Purifiers on 
Resistance to Gas Flow,” read at the half-yearly Meeting of 
the North of England Gas Managers’ Association (Auxiliary 
Section) on Dec. 5, 1947. 

The 14th Autumn Research Meeting was heid on Nov. 24-25, 
1948, in the Lecture Theatre of the Institution of Civil Engineers 
and was the best attended meeting of this nature held for many 
years. In accordance with the custom that has been adopted 
in recent years, the time available for presentation and dis- 
cussion of reports and papers was shared between the Institution 
and the Gas Research Board, the former taking the morning 
sessions under the Chairmanship of the President or a Vice- 
President, and the latter the afternoon sessions unders the Chair- 
manship of Dr. H. Hollings, Chairman of the Gas Research 
Board. At this meeting the President of the Institution presented 
Diplomas to successful candidates in the Institution’s Diploma 
Examination in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and the James 
Archibald Maclay Memorial Prize in Gas Engineering (Supply) 
to Mr. D. H. P. Hammond (Brighton). There were no success- 
ful candidates in the Diploma Examination in Gas Engineering 
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(Supply) and the Charles Hunt Memorial Medals and the James 
Archibald Maclay Memorial Prize in Gas Engineering (Manu- 
facture) were not awarded. 


Technical Activities 


The Council and the Educational and Technical Committees 
of the Institution have maintained throughout the year close 
collaboration with Government Departments, including in par- 
ticular the Ministry of Fuel and Power, the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service, the Ministry of Works, and the Ministry 
of Education. The technical activities of the Institution and col- 
laboration with the technical activities of the Gas Research 
Board have been co-ordinated throughout the year by the 
Chairmen’s Technical Committee, the membership of which com- 
prises the Chairmen of the Technical Committees of both bodies. 

Collaboration has also been maintained with kindred organiza- 
tions, such as the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee and 
the British Standards Institution. Representatives of the Institu- 
tion have served on many technical Committees and Sub-Com- 
mittees of the British Standards Institution engaged in the 
preparation of British Standards of interest to the gas industry. 

The Codes of Practice Sub-Committee and its Drafting Panels 
have continued their work during the year and are preparing 
Codes dealing with Domestic Hot Water Supply by Gas for 
Schools, Gas Cooking Installations for Schools and Meals 
Centres and the Installation of Gas Fired Central Heating Boilers. 
The first ten Codes of Practice, relating mainly to the following 
subjects, have been collected into one volume and are published 
by the British Gas Council: 

Gas Service Pipes. 

Gas Metering and Consumers’ Control. 

Gas Installation Pipes. 

Flues for Gas Appliances. 

Gas Lighting (Single Family Dwellings). 

Domestic Hot Water Supply by Gas 
Dwellings). 

Space Heating by Means of Independent Gas Appliances 
(Single Family Dwellings). 

Gas Cooking Installations (Single Family Dwellings). 

Gas Operated Refrigerators. 

Installation of Gas Heated Appliances for Laundering and 
Ancillary Domestic Purposes. 

This volume is published as complementary to the Domestic 
Gas Handbook for Architects and Builders which has been pre- 
pared and published by the British Gas Council. 

The Institution has been invited to give evidence before the 
Building Industry Working Party which has been appointed to 
enquire into (a) the organization and efficiency of building opera- 
tions in this country, including those of the specialist and sub- 
contracting trades ; (b) the position of the professions in relation 
thereto ; (c) the arrangements for financing operations ; and (d) 
the types of contract in general use, and to make recommenda- 
tions. An ad hoc Evidence Panel, under the Chairmanship of 
Lt.-Col. F. J. Bywater, M.C., M.Inst.Gas E., who is also Chairman 
of the Engineering Services Sectional Committee of the Codes of 
Practice Committee of the Ministry of Works and of the Codes 
of Practice Sub-Committee of the Institution, has been appointed 
by the Council for this purpose. Written evidence has been 
prepared by the Panel for submission to the Working Party, which 
will be supplemented by oral evidence if required. 


(Single Family 


Advisory Boards 


The Co-Ordinating Committee of Gas Engineering Advisor) 
Boards has continued to meet during the year and to discuss 
with the Director of the Gas and Electricity Division of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power (Mr. R. Kelf-Cohen) and with mem- 
bers of his Division the current difficulties with which the industry 


is faced., Although the main purpose for which the Boards 
were originally initiated has been fulfilled, it is felt generally 
that they continue to render an important contribution to the 
maintenance of efficiency in the carbonization of coal and in fuel 
economy and, accordingly, they are continuing for the time being 
to function, although the number of personal visits made b) 
members of the Boards to neighbouring works has been curtailed. 
The Committee, at the request of the Council, was able to assis! 
the Coal Utilization Sub-Committee of the Parliamentary and 
Scientific Committee in its investigations as to the potential 
saving of coal which would be effected by the modernization of 
plant employed in the manufacture, distribution, and utilization 
of town gas. 


The Gas-Works Safety Rules Committee has been active 
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throughout the year and has maintained its close liaison with 
the officers of the (Factory Department of the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service. At the request of H.M. Senior Engineering 
Inspector of Factories, a note relating to the guarding of tar 
separators, in accordance with Section 18 of the Factories Act, 
1947, was despatched by the Committee to all gas undertakings 
and at the same time advice was offered in regard to the pre- 
cautions which should be taken in the use of asbestos roofing. 
The Committee has in course of preparation a revision of the 
Voluntary Rules for the Safe Operation of Purifiers which in 
future are to be referred to as a Code of Practice. Other Codes 
dealing with waste heat boilers, solid fuel boilers, gas boosting 
plant and electrostatic detarrers are also being considered by the 
Committee. 

Accidents which have occurred at gas-works have been 
investigated and considered by the Committee. It frequently 
happens that, as a result of such investigation, information is 
obtained of value to the industry generally, and the Committee 
is grateful to the engineers and managers of undertakings who 
bring to its notice details of accidents and unusual occurrences. 
It hopes that the practice will be continued and extended in the 
future, so that information of a useful character may be dis- 
seminated through the Committee to the industry at large. An 
Electrolytic Corrosion Sub-Committee, appointed by the Com- 
mittee just over a year ago, is investigating problems arising from 
the electrolytic corrosion of plant and will, in due course, publish 
advice on this most important subject. 

The Liquor Effluents and Ammonia Committee has also been 
very busy during the year and has considered many enquiries 
which have been directed to it in regard to the difficulties with 
which gas undertakings are faced in connexion with the disposal 
of effluents and crude ammoniacal liquor. The great increase 
in industrial effluents in recent years has caused sewage authorities 
to exercise greater vigilance in this matter and, as gas-works 
effluents are sometimes difficult from the sewage authorities’ point 
of view, close collaboration with them by gas undertakings is 
essential. In this connexion, the Committee has frequently been 
of service and hopes that officials of gas undertakings will not 
hesitate to refer their particular problems to it for consideration 
and advice. The Meters Committee is at present engaged in a 
representative survey of the extent to which the in situ testing 
of meters is practised and of the results obtained. 

The Council, after careful consideration of its present admini- 
Strative offices at Gas Industry House and of the impending 
reorganization of the gas industry, decided that the time had 
arrived when the Institution, as one of the more important char- 
tered professional bodies, should have its own buildings for its 
headquarters offices, Council and Committee Rooms, and Library 
and to provide amenities for the social intercourse of its members. 
In order to obtain the necessary funds for this purpose, a House 
Appeal Committee was appointed by the Council which has sent 
out appeals to all members of the Institution, to all gas under- 
takings and to member firms of the Society of British Gas 
Industries. 

The consent of the Minister of Fuel and Power was given 
to this procedure and it is pleasing to record that the response 
has been such that the total sum necessary is nearly in sight. 
Negotiations for the purchase of premises close to Gas Industry 
House are at present in hand. 


EDUCATION 


HE Institution of Gas Engineers has been particularly busy 

during the year in the exercise of its educational functions. 

The number of candidates entering for the annual examinations 
was greater than ever before and, in addition, there were special 
examinations arranged for students attending Intensive Courses 
under the Government’s Further Education and Training Scheme. 
The need for these Intensive Courses in now decreasing and it is 
expected that upon the completion of two Courses now running at 
the Westminster Technical College and of a third to be commenced 
at that College early in the New Year, the demand will have been 
Satisfied. The initiation of further Courses under this Scheme is 
unlikely, since the rate of demobilization is now not sufficiently 
rapid to obtain a large enough number of candidates at any one time. 
They have proved a great success and by means of them some 200 
young men, whose studies were interrupted by war service, have been 
able to acquire academic qualification with the minimum of delay. 
The reports of the Board of Examiners upon the examinations held 
for these students indicate that for the most part the students are 
in need of further practical experience before they may be regarded 
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as fully qualified gas engineers. This is not unexpected, but it is felt 
that the course of instruction they have received, including the ancillary 
subject as well as gas engineering, will equip them to take the greatest 
advantage of any future opportunities of obtaining practical experience, 
in the acquisition of which it is recognized there are no short cuts. 

The Regulations for the new Associate Membership Examination 
were published during the year (Communication No. 330) and the 
scheme of examination will be operative as from the spring of 1951. 
In order, however, to safeguard the interests of students who have 
already embarked upon a course of study under the existing Regula- 
tions, arrangements will be made for the Higher Grade Examinations 
to be held concurrently until 1952, with an extension if necessary 
until 1953. The Gas Education Committee’s attention, in collabora- 
tion with the other Institutions concerned and with the Ministry of 
Education, is being directed to the most suitable method of providing 
the necessary instruction and, in this connexion, is considering the 
use of existing National Certificate courses or appropriate modifica- 
tions of them. Such courses taken by evening study alone are lengthy, 
but it has been assumed that the part-time release of students for one 
or two afternoons, or the equivalent, per week will be granted and the 
Committee is gratified to learn from its District Committees that such 
release is already practised to a very large extent throughout the 
country. 

The first candidates for the examination in the Principles of Gas 
Salesmanship in connexion with the Certificate in Gas Salesmanship 
and Consumer Service were accepted this year and were examined 
by a Panel of Examiners appointed by the Sales Training Committee. 
It is expected that this scheme of training and examination, like those 
of the City and Guilds of London Institute in the Technology of 
Gas Manufacture and Gas Supply, will grow considerably during 
the next few years. 

The resuscitation in June, 1948, of the Gas Education Conference, 
which was held annually before the war, proved an unqualified success 
and it was particularly helpful to the educational Committees and 
Board of Examiners of the Institution and the City and Guilds of 
London Institute to have the views of the Principals and Teachers 
of Technical Colleges conducting courses of study for the various 
examinations. 

Another interesting feature of the year’s work was the holding 
in Newcastle-upon-Tyne of a course for teachers. This was arranged 
by the officials of the Ministry of Education, Dr. P. C. L. Thorne, 
H.M.I., and his colleagues, in collaboration with the Rutherford 
Technical College and the Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Gateshead 
Gas Company. The course was comprehensive and dealt with matters 
such as the use of the voice, the use of visual aids to teaching, black- 
board drawing practice and kindred subjects. Over 50 teachers attended 
the course and there is no doubt that both they and the students, for 
whose tuition they are responsible, will have derived great benefit 
from their attendance. It is proposed to arrange a further course 
during the summer of 1949 in a different part of the country. 

The appearance of some text books in Gas Engineering (Manufac- 
ture) and (Supply) during the year was a matter of satisfaction and 
the very serious shortage which has prevailed in this regard for so 
long will be eased, although the demand is not likely to be completely 
satisfied. The Sub-Committee on Film Strips has continued its 
activities, and two strips have been prepared during the year, one 
dealing with continuous vertical retorts and the other with mains. 
Further strips are in course of preparation. 

The Gas Education Committee has continued its collaboration 
with Education Officers of the Royal Navy, the Army, and the Royal 
Air Force and, with their assistance, has been able to arrange for 
students serving with the Forces to take ancillary and main subject 
examinations. The Institution acknowledges with gratitude the 
assistance afforded by Education Officers in these matters. 

There was a large increase in the number of candidates entering 
for the Institution’s examinations, a particularly satisfying aspect 
being that the greater part of the increase was due to internal entries 
rather than external. This indicates that tuition in technical colleges 
is again being resumed and that approved courses of instruction are 
becoming re-established after a long interval due to the war. The 
results generally were satisfactory and there was a marked improve- 
ment in the Ordinary Grade examination in Gas Engineering (Supply). 
The improvement noted in recent years in the quality of sketching was 
maintained, but there was a general mediocrity in the answers sub- 
mitted to the Diploma Written Examinations and to the Higher Grade 
Examination in Gas Engineering (Manufacture) and, notwithstanding 
the comparatively large entry, the Board of Examiners was with great 
regret unable to recommend the award of either of the Charles Hunt 
Memorial Medals or of the James Archibald Maclay Memorial 
Prize in Gas Engineering (Manufacture). 
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GAS RESEARCH BOARD 


T the end of 1947 the Board completed its first five years 

of life as a Research Association. A new contract has been 

negotiated with the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research for a second period of five years (1949-53 inclusive), in- 
volving a possible maximum grant of £28,000 on an industrial 
income of £46,000. It is gratifying to record that the President, 
the Viscount Falmouth, agreed in April to remain in office for a 
further year. The death is recorded with great regret of Mr. 
P. G. G. Moon, O.B.E., who was a member of Council from 1944 
and who rendered valuable service to the Board, particularly 
in the conduct of its research in his own works at Poole. 

It has been the custom each year to describe the Board’s work 
in an Annual Report; this year the report was presented in two 
volumes: (1) the Report of Council and (2) the Report of the 
Director for the Year 1947. Both were presented at the Annual 
Board Meeting in April and the latter was discussed. These 
Reports were supported by the presentation of several scientific 
papers of an academic character. The success of this form of 
Board meeting seems assured and it is intended that it shall be 
continued. 

The reseaich programme has been altered in certain respects. 
The main lines of research have been continued from last year, 
but special attention has been given to two ad hoc problems of 
immediate practical interest to the industry, in order to stimulate 
the interest of technicians and enlarge the scone of the Board’s 
work from that of investigations of an academic or long-term 
character. In view of their strong current interest, the results of 
these two investigations were presented at the Autumn Meeting 
of the Institution of Gas Engineers in an interim stage for con- 
structive criticism. The results of this presentation have been 
most gratifying and helpful to the further conduct of the work. 
The two projects are (1) the mechanical breakage of coke, and 
(2) the study of the causes of hardening of iron oxide used in the 
oxide-box method of gas purification. It is recorded that in both 
projects the Board’s staff have collaborated with, and received 
help from, industrial technicians to an extent which is most gratify- 
ing now, and most promising for the future. It has also been 


possible to make an extension of the scope of the background 
research programme by forming a combustion research group 


of three workers under Dr. J. E. Garside to work at Leeds on the 
Joint Research Committee programme and to collaborate with 
the London group. The third project, the study of the effect of 
wind pressure on gasholders has now reached the stage where all 
the necessary apparatus has been designed and a suitable gas- 
holder selected. It now remains to await an opportunity to install 
the test apparatus. 

Certain long-term projects in the Board’s programme are still 
active. In the attempted development of a process of complete 
gasification, new data have been collected regarding the reactions 
between coal, coke, and hydrogen under pressure, using the 300 Ib. 
reaction vessel. A new apparatus on a similar scale has been 
designed for the study of coke/oxygen/steam reactions under 
pressure and its installation at Poole is under consideration. Com- 
plete design data for methane synthesis plant still awaits the 
completion of a long run at atmospheric pressure; semi-scale 
apparatus is now under construction. A water gas plant is in 
course of erection, also at Poole, in which to study the effects of 
blast preheating and eventually of methane enrichment. 

Follcwing the combustion symposium held at the Annual 
General Meeting in 1947, the Council of the Board decided that 
the research programme should be extended in this field. One 
small team had already been formed in London, but a second 
team has now commenced at Leeds University, under the leader- 
ship of Dr. J. E. Garside, to expand the earlier work of the Fuel 
Department and to operate under the Joint Research Committee. 
Close contact is being maintained between these groups. The 
aspects of combustion research which have been under investiga- 
tion include the spectorscopy of flames, the entrainment of air by 
burners, heat transfer both from flame gases to solids and by 
radiation, the mechanism of high-speed combustion, and the effect 
of preheat upon ignition velocity. A further project involving 
issues which are more immediately practical has now been started 
to follow up Mr. Wood's survey of the variations of the combus- 
tion characteristics of town gas by an examination of the tolerance 
of a number of typical gas-burning appliances to changes of gas 
quality. It is hoped to define the important factors in gas com- 
position. In prosecuting this programme, shortage of staff is a 
limiting factor which it is hoved may be more easily overcome 
when laboratory space becomes available at the new headquarters 
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at Beckenham, the purchase of which was first reported in April, 
1947. The site is an excellent one, within 20 minutes of Victoria 
Station and it is hoped that some 5,500 sq.ft. of laboratory space 
will become available there early in 1949 and an additional 10,000 
sq.ft. later in the year with adequate accommodation also for the 
headquarters staff and the Intelligence Section. This move should 
aid recruiting and reduce former administrative difficulties. 


SOCIETY OF BRITISH GAS INDUSTRIES 


IR FREDERICK WEST has consented to serve for a second 
term as the Society’s President. Mr. H. S. Cheetham has 
succeeded Mr. D. Rider as Chairman of the Society’s Coun- 

cii and Capt. W. Gregson has been elected to the office of 
Vice-Chairman. 

The matter of principal interest to the Society’s members in 
the Gas Bill was the power vested in the Gas Council and the 
Area Boards to manufacture plant and fittings except for export. 
There was precedent in that these powers had been vested in 
the central authority under the Electricity Act and in view of 
the decentralized structure proposed under the Gas Bill their 
extension to cover the Area Gas Boards followed. The position 
of the Society’s members was, however, sympathetically con- 
sidered. The Bill as drafted contained a provision that if 
powers to manufacture were exercised by the Gas Council it 
would be an obligation on the Gas Council to secure that the 
revenues arising were not less than sufficient to meet the out- 
goings properly chargeable to revenue account taking one year 
with another. In the case of the use of these powers by the 
Area Boards there was no such provision, but the Lord Chan- 
ellor agreed in the House of Lords that if the Area Boards were 
to go in for manufacture they ought not to subsidize it out of 
the price of gas. Accordingly he accepted an amendment to 
ensure, as with the Gas Council, that if Area Boards exercised 
these powers they should do so only on a financially economic 
basis. Moreover, in the House of Lords the Lord Chancellor 
himself moved to add words to the Bill providing that an Area 
Board should not use these powers unless they were satisfied 
that the available facilities for obtaining plant and fittings at 
reasonable prices were, or might become, inadequate. The 
essence of the matter seems to have been the Government's 
anxiety that the nationalized industry should obtain its supplies 
at fair and reasonable prices, and in consequence the reasonable 
assumption is that the use of these powers would arise only in 
defence against pressure being brought to bear upon the industry. 

It is gratifying that the needs of the gas supply industry have 
been met overall in increasing volume during the year by the 
Society’s members. The exceptions have been gas space heating 
appliances and gas water heating appliances, where the very 
high level of purchase tax, despite the reduction in the summer 
from 100% to 662%, is still penal in its effect. Cooker and 
meter production has been running at a higher level in 1948 
than in 1947 and, indeed, if allocations of raw materials were to 
be increased production could be further stepped up. Demands 
for appliances for new buildings have not, however, come up to 
immediate post-war estimates. It is now generally recognized that 
the volume of house building started in the two years after the 
end of the war together with the amount.of other building work 
was too great for the resources available to the building industry. 
This resulted in too thin a spread of labour and materials over 
the amount of work in progress and has thus been to no smal! 
extent responsible for the low level of productivity in house 
building and for the high cost. It is as certain as anything can 
be that the solution lies in finishing off the back-log of work 
in progress as soon as possible and simultaneously bringing new 
work along so as to get the building and allied industries into 
proper balance working at full capacity. 

As the year began the industry was faced in regard to gas 
works plant with news of a cut in steel allocations of the order 
of 30%. Allocations for repair and maintenance work had to 
be maintained at current levels, with the result that the actual 
effect of the cut promised to be about 50% on new work and 
major reconstructions. The most urgent representations were al 
once made and in the event matters have been evened out over 
the year as a whole. Silica retains pride of place as the most 
serious bottle-neck and the problem of securing adequate supplies 
of silica refractories has now assumed the character of being ol 
national importance. Both present production targets and future 
development programmes in the carbonizing industries as well as 
in the iron and steel industry are jeopardized. Discussions 
between the using industries and the producing industry seem at 
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least to have advanced to the stage where it is now 
generally agreed that juggling with figures and tonnages will no 
longer suffice and that the essential remedy is to achieve very 
considerably increased production. Unless this remedy is applied, 
matters may quickly develop to a position of actual crisis. 
Apart from the silica situation, but given the maintenance of 
present levels of allocations of ferrous metals, the Society’s mem- 
bers can reasonably look forward to meeting the needs of the 
industry for gas-works plant at the rate at which work is at 
present being authorized by the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

The Gas and Coke Oven Industries Export Group, which the 
Society staffs and administers, has been active in regard to the 
affairs of those of its members with export trade to handle. 
There are three sub-groups covering respectively plant, appliances, 
and meters. In view of the importance of the production of the 
Society’s members to the national well-being at home, export 
trade has to take second place; nevertheless, a useful contribu- 
tion has been made during the past year in support of the 
Government’s policy to step up export trade. Important con- 
tracts have been obtained overseas for large plants, and whereas 
the value of contracts for gas-works plant covered by ferrous 
metal allocations through the Group totalled less than £14 mill. 
in 1947, the value of the contracts so covered in 1948 exceeded 
£2 mill. The value of export business in appliances and meters 
has not yet reached the level of £1 mill. per annum. Only 
during this year has any official encouragement been given to 
the Society’s members to step up the export of appliances and 
meters, and it is inevitable that progress will be gradual since 
the types of appliances on which the industry had had to concen- 
trate to meet the requirements of the national housing drive 
are not those which are readily saleable where competition is 
keen in the export markets. The Commonwealth countries pro- 
vide the natural outlet for the industry’s exports, but in addition 
progress is being made in other markets such as those in South 
America, the Middle East, and Europe. 

Channels available within the industry for co-operation in 
matters of common interest have been used to considerable 
advantage during the year: The Joint Consultative Committee 
for Domestic Uses between the Domestic Development Committee 
of the British Gas Council and the Society of British Gas Indus- 
tries has now completed its third year and has proved, as was 
hoped, quite the most effective instrument so far devised for the 
purpose. The Committee has neither powers nor terms of refer- 
ence and perhaps essentially for that reason its deliberations 
and work are becoming increasingly useful. It was followed by 
the formation of a Joint Consultative Committee for Industrial 
Uses between the Industrial Gas Development Committee and 
the Society of British Gas Industries, again without powers or 
terms of reference, and there is every reason to think that a 
sphere of increasing usefulness for this Committee will also 
develop. There was close collaboration with the British Gas 
Council in regard to purchase tax both before and after the 
1948 Budget with results which were gratifying to the extent 
that at least some reduction in purchase tax on gas space heating 
and water heating appliances was conceded. With the Institution 
of Gas Engineers co-operation continues in the work of the 
Gas Research Board and on Committees such as the Joint Light- 
ing Committee, the Meters Committee. and the Gas-Works Safety 
Rules Committee. 

This is the last year in which the Society, founded as it was 
in 1905, will work with the gas supply industry as it has existed 
through its long industrial history. The Society’s members 
believe that the gas industry has still the same important part to 
play in the future in the life of the country and of the community 
on such grounds as high efficiency of conversion of coal into 
refined products, gaseous, liquid and solid, and the supply of 
cheap and convenient smokeless fuel for domestic and industrial 
use. Taking into consideration firstly the limited amount of 
money which can be expended on fuel of various kinds by the 
large majority of the population, secondly the growing demand 
for modern cooking equipment, improved room comfort con- 
ditions, and continuous hot water supply, and thirdly the para- 
mount need to lighten the burden on the housewife, S.B.G.I. 
members believe that the gas industry offers an unequalled overall 
Service, both domestic and industrial, whether looked at from 
the point of view of national fuel conservation, cheapness, or 
convenience to the consumer. Provided that the consumer is 
given freedom of choice there is complete confidence in the 
future demand for the irreplaceable products of the gas industry. 
In order to meet the needs of the gas industry in the produc- 
tion, storage, distribution, and utilization of gas and coke, the 
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Society’s members are able to draw upon the knowledge and 
experience of many industries and many professions. The tech- 
nical staffs of S.B.G.I. members include many specialists who 
have made their mark on the progress of the industry. It can 
safely be asserted that many of the improvements in the manu- 
facture and utilization of gas and coke effected over the years 
have been associated with the names of S.B.G.1. members. 
Through an active research and development policy, by pur- 
suing up-to-date manufacturing methods, by correlating experience 
gained within the industry, by acquiring foreign improvements, 
by adapting experience gained in other industries, and generally 
by developing a know-how which is irreplaceable, S.B.G.1. mem- 
bers believe themselves to be well equipped to provide the neces- 
sary plant, equipment, and appliances for the needs of a national- 
ized industry. They believe that if the co-operation which has 
been an integral part of the industry’s development is maintained 
the needs of both domestic and industrial consumers will be met 
efficiently and economically. Certainly, as was stated by the 
Society’s Council in their last annual report, S.B.G.I. members 
are able and indeed anxious to give to a nationalized industry the 
same loyal service they have for generations given to the in- 
dustry of which they have been proud to form part. 


FEDERATION OF GAS EMPLOYERS 


HE year covered by this survey did not unfortunately show 

that degree of recovery in our national prosperity for which 

we had all hoped. High prices led to demands for increased 
wages and salaries which, being granted, led yet again to further 
rises in prices. Our country is therefore still suffering from the 
vicious spiral of actual and potential inflation. As the Govern- 
ment’s White Paper on Personal Incomes, Costs, and Prices points 
out, experience has shown that when it comes to a race between 
rising prices and personal incomes, prices will always win in the 
long run, so that conditions become progressively worse for the 
holders of all personal incomes and particularly for wage-earners. 
It is the view of the Federation of Gas Employers, therefore, that 
it is more essential than ever in these difficult days that there 
should be the strictest adherence to the terms of collective agree- 
ments. 

The year under review has seen the expected continuous expan- 
sion and extension of the work of the Federation. Space there- 
fore allows only for a mention of some of its more important 
activities this year, which has been one of solid and constructive 
achievement in the history of the Federation. Apart from one or 
two localized disputes, there has been peace and harmony in the 
gas industry. No official national dispute has ever been recorded 
to the Ministry of Labour in the whole history of the Federation. 
The Federation has continued its progressive policy of still further 
extending the scope of its negotiating machinery, so that the 
national negotiating machinery of the gas industry is now prac- 
tically all-embracing and requires only a little further extension to 
include within its scope all categories of labour and staff engaged 
in the gas industry. 

The advent of the epoch-making new Social Security measures 
such as the National Insurance Act, 1946, and the National Insur- 
ance (Industrial Injuries) Act, 1946, necessitated a complete re- 
drafting of the gas industry’s national Sick Pay scheme with a 
view to bringing its provisions into line with the provisions of 
these two new Acts of Parliament. The Federation accordingly 
appointed a special Committee to consider this new development, 
and a new gas industry Sick Pay scheme was drafted and agreed 
by both sides of the National Joint Industrial Council. This new 
scheme came into operation on the same day as the vesting date 
of the two Insurance Acts already mentioned, namely July 5. The 
National Joint Industrial Council also signed a national agree- 
ment covering holiday payment to manual workers required to 
work on Christmas Day and/or Boxing Day. Furthermore, by 
an agreement reached in April, wages of gas-workers proper were 
increased by Is. per shift to shiftworkers and 14d. an hour to 
day-workers. The special Sub-Committee of the National Joint 
Industrial Council, the Terms and Conditions of Employment 
Committee, has also considered several problems requiring urgent 
consideration and solution, and it has acted as arbitrator in dis- 
putes arising in individual undertakings. 

Last year mention was made of the imminent first meeting of 
the National Joint Council for Gas Staffs. This first meeting took 
place under the Chairmanship of Mr. Michael Milne-Watson. 
Local authority employers in England and Wales and Scotland 
decided that as local authority employers were already committed 
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to certain salary scales under the awards of the respective National 
Joint Councils for local authorities, they had had to revise their 
attitude towards consenting to be parties to the new negotiating 
machinery. In these circumstances, the private companies decided 
to proceed without local authority participation, although pro- 
vision had been made for such participation in the constitutions 
of the new National and Regional Joint Councils for Gas Staffs. 


The National Joint Council for Gas Staffs agreed to the estab- 
lishment of Regional Joint Councils to cover the same areas as 
those of the District Committees of the Federation, and of the 
Regions of the National Joint Industrial Council. It also estab- 
lished National Rate-for-Age Scales for both male and female 
employees up to the age of 25. The question of further salary 
scales within the limits laid down in the scale established by the 
National Joint Council for Local Authorities was remitted to the 
regions, in which the undertakings were to be divided into two 
categories depending on geographical position and other relevant 
factors. Furthermore, the Appeals Committee set up by the 
National Joint Council for Gas Staffs has alieady successfully 
resolved disputes referred to it by both sides and by the Ministry 
of Labour. 

The final report of the Commission of Enquiry into Retail Fur- 
nishing and Allied Trades proposed to embrace staffs employed 
in gas showrooms within the ambit of a Wages Board for the 
Retail and Furnishing Trades, despite the incontrovertible evidence 
submitted by the Federation against such inclusion. It is a matter 
of satisfaction to record that the Minister of Labour decided 
against the recommendation of the Commission by excluding this 
class of employee in the gas industry from the provisions of the 
Order setting up the Wages Council. 

The Refractory Users Federation, to the Chairmanship of which 
D1. Badger was unanimously re-elected, has concerned itself with 
a large number of important and delicate problems. Its Disputes 
Panel, set up in conjunction with the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers, has been instrumental in solving a num- 
ber of difficult disputes, and the Refractory Users’ Federation has 
agreed with the Union certain amendments to the National Agree- 
ment of July, 1946, popularly known as the Blue Booklet Agree- 
ment. An application by the Confederation of Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Unions both to the engineering and to theshipbuilding 
employers resulted in the Ministry of Labour referring the appli- 
cation to a Court of Enquiry. Simultaneously with this applica- 
tion the same Confederation applied to the Federation of Gas 
Employers for a substantial increase in wages in respect of its 
members employed by the gas industry. After protracted negotia- 
tions the Federation decided to accept the principle of a wage 
increase as recommended by the Court of Inquiry to be applied 
to maintenance craftsmen in the gas industry, members of the 
Unions affiliated to the Confederation. Such maintenance crafts- 
men accordingly received an increase of 14d. an hour. The 
National Disputes Panel envisaged in the National Agreement 
between the Federation and the Confederation of Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Unions has now been appointed, consisting of 
10 members, five by the Federation and five by the Confederation. 
With regard to the maintenance craftsmen in the industry, a 
further national agreement was reached laying down a national 
scale of rates for craftsmen’s apprentices, and copies of this 
agreement were circulated to all members of the Federation in 
July. 

The shortage of steel was a matter of considerable anxiety to the 
gas industry, and at the beginning of the year a deputation from 
the National Joint Industrial Council for the Gas Industry waited 
upon the Minister of Fuel and Power to express the concern of 
the Council that the shortage of steel, particularly in regard to 
barrel, service pipes, and fittings, might, unless rectified, lead to 
unemployment among gas-fitters. The Minister gave an assurance 
that the position would be carefully watched, and indicated that 
it would probably progressively improve. The event of greatest 
import to the gas industry was the passing of the Gas Act pro- 
viding for the organization under public ownership of the gas 
industry in Great Britain. In common with other nationalization 
Acts, industrial relations are not dealt with in great detail in 
the Gas Act. Conditions of employment (including pension 
rights and compensation) are dealt with in Clauses 57 to 62. Under 
Clause 57 (1) (a), excevt so far as it is satisfied that adequate 
machinery already exists, the Gas Council is empowered to con- 
clude national agreements covering conditions of service. With 
regard to training and education, under Clause 4 Area Boards 
have to submit programmes to the Gas Council. which has the 
task of co-ordinating them and of establishing a general pro- 
gramme in consultation with the Minister which Area Boards will 
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have to put into effect. All this, with the exception of Ministerial 
approval, does not denote any fundamental departure from present 
practice. Under Clause 57(1)(b) Area Boards. can make their 
own provisions relating to safety, health, and welfare. Under 
Clause (2) (2) the Gas Council will have power, if so authorized by 
all the Area Boards, or a group of Area Boards, to perform 
services for, or act on behalf of, the Boards ‘in relation to matters 
of common interest to those Boards. In practice, this may be 
regarded as a reasonable safeguard against widely differing safety, 
health, and welfare measures in the various Areas. 


This is probably our last annual survey of the work of the 
Federation of Gas Employers under its present constitution and 
title. This is not altogether an occasion of sadness, however, for 
the Federation can look back with considerable pride on its record 
of 30 years. It is generally recognized that the Federation is one 
of the most successful employers’ organizations in the country, 
and this success could not have been achieved unless the Federa- 
tion had had the loyal co-operation and support of its members. 
Industrial relations are, by their very nature, not given to spec- 
tacular publicity, but the fact that strikes in the gas industry in 
all these 30 years have been very few, and then affecting only 
individual undertakings, is an indication of the value of the work 
done by the Federation in conjunction with the trade unions in 
averting trouble before it reaches serious dimensions. And this 
record must be regarded against the background that the work of 
the Federation has so increased that it now advises its members on 
all problems relating to employment in the gas industry. The 
general and generous tributes to the outstanding record of the gas 
industry in industrial relations during the Committee Stage of the 
Gas Bill were most gratifying. 

And what of the future? The relations of the Federation of 
Gas Employers with the many trade unions interested in the gas 
industry are as cordial as ever, and are based on mutual confidence 
and collaboration. Since the Gas Act envisages no fundamental 
departure from present well-tried practice, it will no doubt be the 
constant endeavour of the industry to maintain these relations with 
consequent benefit to those employed in the industry and to 
consumers alike. 


COKE 


HE last full calendar year of coke marketing under private 

enterprise has seen great changes, particularly in the supply 

position, and when the Gas Council takes over the National 
Federation of Gas Coke Associations the situation will be very 
different not only from what it was when the Associations started 
but from the state that existed 12 months ago. Taking the long 
view, the confidence of users has been gained and markets built 
up by service to the consumer, by improvement in quality and 
uniformity of the fuel and by development work in all fields of 
utilization. Shortages of fuel and appliances during the wal 
hindered this work, but an active development policy has been 
resumed. In particular, the substitution programme of the Coke 
Directorate, in which gas coke is being programmed to replace 
hard coke, anthracite, and dry steam coal, has made considerable 
calls on the industry’s technical advisers in connexion with con- 
version schemes. 

Compared with a year ago, marked deficiency has given place 
to marked surplus and high stocks of coke have caused, and are 
causing, concern. Stocks are considerably higher than last year, 
but not in fact higher than before 1940, but there is one great 
difference in that in those days the industry was free to market 
coke as it thought fit. Now, nearly four years after the end of 
the war, the industry is still subject to various controls, and high 
stocks are a greater embarrassment than they were in normal 
times. Efforts are continuously being made to secure the removal 
of controls at the earliest opportunity. It cannot be done all at 
once, but certain easements have been granted during the year. 
For instance, it is now possible to export coke; domestic con- 
sumers are allowed to take their permitted quantities during the 
summer months, and local fuel overseers are empowered to be 
much more lenient with regard to the granting of licences. More 
relaxations are being sought, and particularly an increased allow- 
ance for domestic consumers. The attitude of the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power, however, is one of extreme caution. Five years 
ago, in face of apparently ample stocks, the Ministry lifted some 
of the restrictions on domestic coke, but in a few months the 
position had changed so much that the restrictions had to be re 
imposed. The fuel crisis last year created an extremely difficult 
coke position. Great as has been the improvement since thos? 
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lower than in 1943, and the Ministry is taking no chances. 
soir So far as coke exports are concerned, at first exports were 
idler permitted for only small tonnages and to relieve embarrassing 
| by stocks. This was found to be impracticable as a longer term 
orm policy and there is now a full scale export programme to be 
ters carried out by those undertakings who have the necessary facilities. 
be It is estimated that 260,000 tons of coke will have been exported in 
ety. 1948 from the area of the London and Counties Coke Association 
; alone. According to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
the of Fuel and Power it is intended to continue exporting coke to 
uae the limit of the handling capacity, for exports are very necessary 
for in the interests of the country’s economy. 
cord While there are considerable stocking problems it is hoped that 
one they will be temporary only, because there are many new outlets 
atry, for coke. Everything points, however, to the fact that the sellers’ 
lera- market has ended and that the industry must be prepared to launch 
bers. vigorous selling campaigns. Meanwhile the detailed examination 
spec- of existing methods of coke production and preparation has con- 
-y in tinued, the Gas Research Board is investigating certain prob- 
only lems in regard to coke cutting and screening, and work is also 
work continuing on quenching, cleaning, and storage. The British 
as in Standards Institution has been invited to undertake the prepara- 
this tion of British Standards for the size analysis of coke and of a 
rk of test code for the evaluation of the performance and efficiency of 
rs on coke screening plant. The time for the passive taking of orders 
The is past. Coke markets must be cultivated and txpanded and sales 
e gas promotion and service to the consumer must be regarded as of 
f the paramount importance. The greatest technical problems, at any 
rate in the immediate future, are coal quality and plant replace- 
= of ment, and they are vital. 
e gas The total quantity of gas coke produced for sale, excluding 
dence breeze, is of the order of 9 mill. tons a year, and approximately 
rental 3 mill. tons are consumed in the carbonizing process. Of the 
ye the tonnage produced for sale, about 24 mill. tons are sold in the 
5; with industrial market, 4 mill. tons in the small industrial and quasi- 
nd to industrial markets ; rather more than 1} mill. tons in the domestic 
market, and the remainder is exported. So far as the domestic 
demand is concerned, the adoption by the Government of the 
recommendations of the Simon Report and Government action 
in securing the installation in all new houses of appliances capable 
: of burning smokeless fuel is laying the foundations of a great 
yrivate potential demand for coke. It is questionable, however, whether 
supply the industry can afford to rely too much on the domestic load, 
tional which is highly seasonal and subject to fluctuation according to 
e very the weather. “A balance between domestic and industrial markets 
started is essential if even loading is to be preserved. The position in the 
e long § industrial, small industrial, and quasi-domestic markets, in which 
s built about two-thirds of the coke is sold, is not entirely satisfactory. 
ty and and competition from coal in boilers using automatic stokers, and 
elds of FF from oil, is extremely keen. There is a large potential market for 
€ wal @ coke in the development of coke-fired industrial furnaces and 
s been driers. Compared with other fuels, coke can show considerable 
> Coke savings in capital and overall running costs without prejudicing 
replace # convenience in applications such as the drying of grain, grass, 
derable § minerals such as chalk, and various other materials. Development 
th con- § work is also in progress to enable other products to be dried 
without risk of contamination. Technical development is of the 
n place greatest importance in the gas coke industry. Successful 
und are # marketing must rest on the basis of improved coke quality and 
st year, on the development and perfecting of appliances and methods 
ie great of utilization. 
market In many respects gas coke as a fuel is superior to the coal from 
end of Bi which it is made, but it is more selective as to the conditions 
nd high Bi under which it is burned. It has been the hard task of Coke 
normal B Associations to expand and develop sales in industrial and 
removal Hf domestic markets which were already equipped with plant designed 
e all at Bi, burn bituminous coal, necessitating evolving and improving, in 
ne yea: BH co-operation with plant manufacturers, coke burning appliances 
tic con @ which show greater efficiency in operation and are more attractive 
ring the Hf in appearance. After the issue of the Simon Report it was decided 
d to b¢ Hi re-examine the question of coke quality and preparation in 
‘ More order to bring up to date an earlier report on the subject, and 
d allow’ Hi during the year it has been found possible to issue tentative 
ustry of standards for domestic coke quality. In the field of utilization 
ve yeal’ Hf improved and more attractive appliances have been steadily devel- 
ed some Hf oped, and the Appliances Sub-Committee of the National Federa- 
nths the Hi tion is taking an active part in the work of the Ministry of Fuel 
gt ind Power Committee dealing with the testing and approval of 






appliances for installation in low-income group housing. 
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WOMEN’S GAS COUNCIL 


N spite of the many difficulties confronting the industry 

during the past year, it is pleasing to record that the Women’s 

Gas Council, with Mrs. W. M. Buchanan as Organizing Secre- 
tary, has continued to progress. There has been an increase in 
the number of branches, many new members have enrolled at the 
regular branch meetings, and new activities have been started. 

Early in the year two Sub-Committees were formed. The first 
was the Education Sub-Committee which included representatives 
from the Ministry of Education, technical schools, and training 
colleges. In order that students in all branches of domestic 
science might receive some standardized training in the use of 
gas appliances, a syllabus was drawn up and provided for circu- 
lation by the British Gas Council to all gas undertakings. 
Coventry Gas Department has arranged for three courses fol- 
lowed by the examination, to be held in girls’ schools. The other 
new Sub-Committee was concerned with design and prepared a 
talk on this subject which was given to a number of W.G.C. 
branches where small groups to study design were subsequently 
formed. Questionnaires, prepared by the Sub-Committee, helped 
to train the groups to offer constructive criticism. 

The annual meeting, held in June at the Central Hall, West- 
minster, was attended by over 300 members and guests. The 
President, the Dowager Lady Nunburnholme, took the chair for 
the business meeting during which she was re-elected President 
for another session. The meeting was also attended by Mr. A. 
Robens, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, and Colonel H. C. Smith, Deputy Chairman of the new 
Gas Council, both of whom praised the work of the Women’s 
Gas Council in the past and were able to give the Council 
encouragement to continue its work in the future. 

The first meeting of Branch Secretaries was held in London 
last December. The second meeting took the form of a two-day 
Conference, attended by a delegate from Vereeniging Van 
Gasfabrikanten, The Hague, and representatives from several 
manufacturers of gas appliances. During this Conference, a 
brains trust on design was held in which Miss K. Halpin, 
O.B.E., Chairman of the Executive Committee acted as question 
master. To the third Conference the invitation was extended 
to the Presidents and Chairmen of the branches and a large 
number attended with a wide representation from all parts of 
the country. Delegates visited the new British Gas Council 
exhibition, “The Nation’s Wealth,” and made a tour of the Interna- 
tional Housing and Town Planning Exhibition at Olympia, in 
which there was a display of photographs depicting the activities 
of the W.G.C. Miss Halpin addressed the main meeting of the 
Conference, discussing with delegates the Council’s work for the 
coming year. 

The Homecraft Courses organized by the Women’s Gas Coun- 
cil enjoyed continued popularity. In addition to those already 
in progress in various parts of the country, a number of these 
are planned to start early in the New Year in Cornwall. The 
Original syllabus has been revised and an advanced syllabus 
prepared. These courses were specially arranged so that they 
could be organized with outside lectures. In response to requests 
for a second Homecraft Badge, arrangements were made for an 
enamel star to be attached to the original brooch. 

Much of the work of the Council is carried on in the branches, 
and the development of 14 new branches recently was very 
encouraging. These have been opened at Airdrie, Bath, Bedford, 
Brighton (Junior), Cheltenham, Dundee, Greenock, Gloucester, 
Hull, Newark, St. Helens, Shoreham, Stratford-on-Avon, and 
Stroud. Women’s Gas Council branches are also in the follow- 
ing towns:—Balham, Birmingham, Bradford, Brighton and Hove, 
Brixton, Burnley, Cannock, Cardiff, Cirencester, Coventry, Dun- 
fermline, Eltham, Grimsby, Halifax, Hawick, Leicester, Lewisham, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Middleton, Redditch, Renfrew, Roch- 
ford, Shrewsbury, Southend, Stoke-on-Trent, Swindon, Waltham- 
stow and Leyton, Warrington, West Ham, Woolwich and Worth- 
ing. Affiliated Associations are at: Bristol, Exeter, and the 
United Kingdom Gas Corporation, Ltd., incorporating Denton, 
Dukinfield, Froodsham, Harrogate, Hyde, Leyland, Northwich, 
Ormskirk, Prescot, Romiley and Runcorn. 

The Women’s Gas Council is represented on the small sub- 
committee of women’s organizations formed under the chairman- 
ship of Lady Reading to advise the Ministry of Fuel and Power 
on the Government’s Fuel Economy programme. Discussions 
during the year were chiefly concerned with the education of 
women in the most effective use of the nation’s fuel, particularly 
emphasizing the restriction of electricity supplies during the winter. 
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Members of the W.G.C. have addressed the Schools for Speakers 
on Fuel Economy, arranged by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power. The Council also sends representatives to the bi-monthly 
meetings of women’s organizations at the Treasury, where facts 
on the economic situation are given. 

Appreciation has been shown of the information obtained 
from W.G.C. publications which were sent to a number of gas 
associations in other countries. During the summer, while in 
Switzerland for her vacation, Mrs. Buchanan took the oppor- 
tunity to meet Dr. Zinng, Director of Publicity of the Swiss Gas 
Association, at Zurich, who expressed himself much impressed 
by the W.G.C.’s “subtle publicity.” 

In April the name of the quarterly journal Fanfare was 
changed to Commentary. Under its new name and in its newly- 
designed cover, the journal proved a still greater success, and 
paper restrictions prevented the Council executing many of the 
orders received. The monthly recipe leaflet, 7 Pass This on to 
You sold on an average nearly 30,000 copies each month. 


STOCKS AND SHARES 


O far as events in stock markets are concerned the features 

of 1948 have been Sir Stafford Cripps’s dividend limitation 

policy—a policy which was supported by the Federation of 
British Industries—which tended to dampen investors’ enthusiasm 
over the past year’s results of many of the big companies ; 
nationalization of transport and electricity, resulting in the issue 
of new Government 3% Stocks on Jan. 2 and April 1 respectively ; 
and the European Recovery Programme. The Budget in April 
introduced a special “once for all” levy on investment incomes 
exceeding £250 where total incomes from all sources exceed 
£2,000, and this was followed by falls in the price of Government 
securities, although the average to-day is a few decimal points 
higher than a year ago. In the industrial market the British 
export drive lent emphasis to some industries, but had an adverse 
effect on luxury and semi-luxury trades which were already hit by 
the reduction in spending power. 

The event of the year in the gas stock market was the passing 
of the Gas Act which, like the Electricity Act of last year, takes 
Stock Exchange values as the basis for compensation of holders 
of existing gas stocks. The Act says that holders of securities are 
to be compensated by the issue to them by the Gas Council of 
British Gas Stock of such amount as in the opinion of the 
Treasury is of a value equal at or about the vesting date to the 
value of the securities. The value of any securities for this pur- 
pose in the case of quoted securities is to be deemed to be the 
average Stock Exchange value on certain dates, and in other cases 
is to be agreed or determined by arbitration. It was pointed out 
in the third annual report of the British Gas Council that com- 
pensation on the basis of Stock Exchange values would result in 
a substantial loss of income and capital by the stockholders of 
company undertakings, while by the mere repayment of the out- 
standing loans of local authorities’ undertakings the Government 
would acquire £94 mill. of assets for £21 mill. compensation. 
Strenuous efforts were made during the passage of the Bill to 
secure compensation for stockholders by the valuation of securities 
on the basis of the sale of the undertaking as a going concern 
as between a willing buyer and a willing seller, but the Govern- 
ment adhered to its original principle. With the Bill there was 
issued a list of compensation values of the securities of certain 
typical companies and it was pointed out that the values were 
subject to adjustment in respect of any fresh issues and conver- 
sions and any agreed addition under Clause 25 of the Bill, which 
provided that an addition might be made to the Stock Exchange 
value where the Minister agreed with the stockholders’ repre- 
sentative that the values had been substantially depressed by 
reason of war damage or evacuation due to war causes. 

Twelve months ago transactions in gas stocks on the London 
Stock Exchange were averaging about 240 per week, about the 
same as at present, but for a short time after the publication of 
the text of the Gas Bill they jumped to as high a weekly total 
as 450. Prices, however, remained remarkably steady, and on 
the whole there has been a general rise over the year, although 
the latest middle prices are somewhat below the compensation 
figures. Associated Gas and Water Undertakings Ordinary are 
now quoted at 22s. 6d. against 19s. last December and an average 
of 23s. 6d. (the compensation price) between February and July, 
1945. Bournemouth Gas and Water Maximum Dividend (7%) 
Stock, with a compensation price of 1604, shows a rise from 147 
to 1554. Gas Consolidation “A” Ordinary are 2s. higher at 
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21s. 6d. as against a compensation price of 22s. 10d. Gas Light 
and Coke Ordinary £1 units are to-day quoted at a middle price 
of 23s. 3d. (only a penny below the compensation figure), com- 
pared with 21s. 6d. last December. In the case of the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company, which suffered a heavy wartime 
fall in gas sales and thus qualifies for war damage claim, the basic 
compensation price is 92,4; and the current middle quotation is 
1044, against 88 a year ago. United Kingdom Gas Corporation 
£1 units have risen from 21s. 6d. to 23s. 3d., which is only 6d. 
below the compensation price. Throughout these examples we 
have referred to current middle prices; in every instance there 
have been transactions at anything up to 24% or 6d. in the pound 
more than the figure quoted. Although in some instances the 
results for the past year would have justified increased dividends. 
gas companies have been forbidden to make any advance on the 
previous year. 


PERSONAL 


HE year will be memorable because of the personal aspects 

of the changes wrought by approaching nationalization. 

Some names already well known in the industry appear 
in different réles; others, some quite new to the industry, will 
be watched with interest and with the utmost good will as the 
Gas Council and the Area Boards settle to their tasks. The 
Minister of Fuel and Power announced on April 13 that Mr. 
A. E. Sylvester and Colonel H. C. Smith had accepted his invita- 
tion to become Chairman and Deputy Chairman respectively of 
the Gas Council. The names of the Chairmen of the 12 Area 
Boards were announced on Nov. 5, and a month later came the 
names of seven of the 12 Deputy Chairmen. The announce- 
ments are so recent that we need not repeat them here; suffice 
is to say that of the 12 Chairmen, seven are very well known in 
the industry and the other five bring other distinctions to their 
tasks, and of the seven Deputy Chairmen, six are gas administra- 
tors of long standing and the seventh is a gas employee of long 
experience. No less satisfaction was occasioned by the announce- 
ment on Dec. 20 of the appointment of Mr. F. G. Brewer, M.A.. 
Secretary and Assistant General Manager of the South Metro- 
politan Gas Company, and a member of many gas and allied 
organizations, as Secretary of the Gas Council. 

New Year Honours included a Viscountcy for Baron Hyndley, 
Chairman of the National Coal Board, and the O.B.E. for Major 
G. H. Kitson, President of the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion in 1938 and for many years Chairman of the Leeds Gas 
Committee. Among the King’s Birthday Honours, Knighthoods 
were conferred on Mr. Geoffrey Heyworth, Chairman of Lever 
Brothers and Unilever, Ltd., Chairman of the Heyworth Com- 
mittee of Enquiry into the Gas Industry, and Mr. H. E. G. West. 
Managing Director of the Newton Chambers Companies; Mr. 
H. W. Cremer, President of the Institution of Chemical Engineers. 
received the C.B.E., and Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, Secretary of 
the Institution of Gas Engineers, was awarded the O.B.E. 

Among notable retirements during the year was that of Mr. 
G. C. Pearson, Engineer-in-Chief of the Birmingham Gas De- 
partment, after nearly 50 years’ service in the Department. From 
the post of laboratory assistant at the Saltley Works at the age 
of 16 he had risen to one of the foremost positions in his pro- 
fession, and his services to the industry were recognized by his 
election as President of the Institution of Gas Engineers in 1946- 
47. To succeed Mr. Pearson under the changed title of Chief 
Engineer, Mr. S. K. Hawthorn was appointed after 30 years 
service in the Birmingham Gas Department. Like his predecessor 
Mr. Hawthorn has had a great deal to do with the reconstruction 
and development work carried out in the Department in recent 
years, and he was Deputy Chief Engineer under Mr. Pearson for 
two years. Three other retirements from the service of the 
Birmingham Gas Department have been recorded during the 
year. Mr. R. G. Marsh retired from the post of Distributing 
Engineer and was succeeded by Mr. F. L. Atkin who, after 
several years in the Industrial Department, became Assistant 
Distributing Engineer in 1946. The resignation in October 0! 
Mr. W. J. Pickering from the post of Superintendent of the 
Central Test Works terminated a notable career of 43 years 
service ; and at the end of the year Mr. W. L. S. Spinks, known 
to very many people outside Birmingham because of his long 
service as Hon. Secretary of the Gas Industry Section of the 
British Industries Fair, retired after a similar length of service 
from the post of Controller of Gas Sales, and was succeeded 
by Mr. J. T. Rees, who had also been with the Birmingham 
Gas Department since before the first world war. 
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We referred 12 months ago to the retirement of Mr. Dean 
Chandler after 47 years’ service with the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company. This was followed early this year by his retire- 
ment from the Industrial Gas Development Committee, to which 
he had given loyal support since its inception in 1933. Acknow- 
ledging a farewell presentation Mr. Chandler said that but for 
the foresight of the late Sir David Milne-Watson and other seniors 
in the industry in setting up the organization the position of 
industrial gas would not have been what it was to-day. Having 
handed over the Chairmanship of the Gas Research Board in 
1947 to Dr. H. Hollings, Dr. E. V. Evans retired early in 1948 
as an Officer of the South Metropolitan Gas Company, but 
continued as a Joint Managing Director to discharge the same 
functions which he had hitherto discharged as General Manager. 

Mr. E. L. Nicholas, a Past President of the Southern Associa- 
tion of Gas Engineers and Managers, retired from active service, 
while still remaining a Director, with the Guildford Gas Com- 
pany and the Godalming Gas and Coke Company, being suc- 
ceeded as Engineer and Manager, by Mr. F. H. G. Higton, 
formerly of Taunton. Mr. W. Clark Jackson retired from the 
post of Engineer and Manager of the Neath Corporation Gas 
Department after serving the undertaking for 32 years, but 
continued many of his activities for the Wales and Monmouth- 
shire District Board of the British Gas Council, the Wales and 
Monmouthshire Association of Gas Engineers and Managers, and 
as Chairman of several gas companies in South Wales. His 
successor at Neath is Mr. G. Fitton, from Thornton Cleveleys. 
Mr. George Crick resigned the Managership of the Southwold 
Gas Light Company after over 42 years’ service, his elder son, 
Mr. W. D. Crick, succeeding to the position of Managing Director 
and Secretary. The retirement was announced during December 
of Mr. A. G. Williams, General Manager and Secretary of the 
Wolverhampton Gas Company, to take effect at the end of the 
year after more than 50 years’ service in the industry. The 
Directors appointed Mr. W. Macnaughton, formerly Chief Engi- 
neer, as General Manager and Chief Engineer, with Mr. F. 
Elledge as Secretary and Accountant, and Mr. E. L. Wallis as 
Deputy Engineer and Manager. Other retirements were those 
of Mr. A. W. Mather, Secretary, Ipswich Gas Light Company ; 
Mr. G. Braidwood, Engineer and General Manager, Coatbridge 
Gas Company ; Mr. S. H. Collins, Joint Accountant, Gas Light and 
Coke Company; Mr. B. Goddard, Engineer and Manager, Glossop 
Gas Company ; Mr. G. H. Bolton, Secretary, Plymouth and Stone- 
house Gas Light and Coke Company ; Mr. A. Thomas, Engineer, 
Manager, and Secretary, Wellington (Somerset) Gas Company ; 
Mr. A. F. Ames, Engineer and Manager, Burnley Gas Depart- 
ment as the Engineer and General Manager of the Leeds 
pool Gas Department ; and Miss D. Archer, after 30 years’ service 
with what is now the British Gas Council. 

The year’s appointments include those of Dr. J. Burns as 
Deputy Chief Engineer of the Gas Light and Coke Company ; 
Mr. N. G. Appleyard, to succeed Mr. C. S. Shapley on his retire- 
ment as the Engineer and General Manager of the Leeds 
Gas Department; Mr. D. F. Young, as Deputy Manager of the 
Glasgow Gas Department; Dr. W. R. N. Friel to the newly 
created post of full-time Medical Officer to the Birmingham Gas 
Department ; Mr. F. Harvey as General Manager of the Bilston 
Gas Light and Coke Company ; Mr. A. W. Farquhar as Engineer 
and Manager of the Forfar Gas Department ; Mr. A. W. Dicken- 
son (Industrial Gas Engineer to the West Riding Group) as 
Regional Fuel Engineer (North Region), Ministry of Fuel and 
Power; and Mr. R. B. Garside (Caernarvon) as Engineer and 
Manager of the Thornton Cleveleys Gas Department. 

Following the retirement of Mr. A. E. Sylvester from his 
Directorship of the Gas Light and Coke Company, Mr. Brian 
Wood, Secretary since 1937, was appointed a Director while 
continuing in office as Secretary. Colonel W. M. Carr became 
full-time Chairman of the United Kingdom Gas Corporation, 
and Mr. W. J. Hodkinson, General Manager, was appointed 
Technical Director. In succession to the late Mr. Henry Woodall, 
Mr. H. G. Palmer was appointed Chairman and Managing 
Director of the British Gas Light Company, Viscount Mersey 
took Mr. Palmer’s place as Deputy Chairman, and Mr. F. T. 
Brookes, while remaining General Manager and Secretary, was 
given a seat on the Board. Sir Francis Stephenson was elected 
Chairman of the Sheffield and District Gas Company in succession 
to the late Sir Henry K. Stephenson. Sir George Jessel accepted 


the Chairmanship of Parkinson and Cowan, Ltd., in succession 
to Lieut-Colonel H. W. Woodall, who retired, and Mr. R. J. 
Rogers similarly took Colonel Woodall’s place as Chairman of 
the Parkinson Stove Co., Ltd. Mr. Hugo Falk has taken the 
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place of Mr. Gustav Falk, as Chairman of Falk, Stadelmann & 
Co., Ltd. 


OBITUARY 


E close our retrospect by recalling with sorrow the losses 

which the industry has sustained by death during the past 

12 months. One of the most outstanding was the death in 
October of Mr. Henry Woodall, former Chainman of the Totten- 
ham and District Gas Company, Deputy Governor of the Gas 
Light and Coke Company, Chairman and Managing Director of 
the British Gas Light Company, and Chairman of the Danish 
Gas Company. He joined the Court of Directors of the Gas 
Light and Coke Company in 1913 when his father, Sir Corbet 
Woodall, was Governor, and on the death of Sir Corbet in 1916 
he filled positions on the boards of a number of companies 
formerly held by him. Except for a period between 1916 and 
1922 the Chairmanship of the Tottenham and District Gas 
Company has been held continuously by a member of the 
Woodall family since 1897. Mr. Henry Woodall was chairman 
from 1922 until he retired in 1946, when his son, Mr. E. C. 
Woodall, succeeded him. 

Another loss to the industry was the death in July of Mr. Philip 
G. G. Moon, Resident Director of the Bournemouth Gas and 
Water Company, who went to Bournemouth as Assistant Engineer 
and General Manager 45 years ago in succession to Sir Arthur 
Duckham, became Engineer and General Manager in 1920 in 
succession to Colonel H. W. Woodall, and joined the Board on 
his retirement in 1941. He was actively associated with all -the 
principal gas organizations. During the war a large plant for 
the manufacture of hydrogen, the first of its kind, for filling 
barrage balloons, was erected at Poole Gas-Works, and for the 
valuable work he did in connexion with making this plant an 
outstanding success he was awarded the O.B.E. A family record 
of 103 years’ service to the Northampton Gaslight Company 
was broken by the death in October, at the age of 82, of Lieut.- 
Colonel G. S. Eunson, who had retired earlier in the year from 
active work as Chairman and Managing Director. His grand- 
father became Consulting Engineer to the Company in 1845, and 
his father was Engineer from 1854 until his death in 1911. 

One of the most highly esteemed members of the Midland 
Association of Gas Engineers and Managers, Mr. R. J. Meikle- 
john, Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the Rugby Gas Com- 
pany, died in October. Son of Mr. John Meiklejohn, Manager 
of the old Aldershot Gas Company prior to 1901 and Manager 
of the Yorktown and Camberley Gas Company from 1901 to 
1908, Mr. Meiklejohn succeeded his uncle, Mr. Charles Meikle- 
john, at Rugby in 1914, and though he never sought any office 
either in the Institution or the Midland Association, he was an 
ardent Freemason, having reached the rank of Past Grand 
Standard Bearer. Mr. P. N. Langford, who retired in 1945 after 
27 years’ service as Engineer and General Manager at Coventry, 
accepted the invitation of the Rugby directors to succeed Mr. 
Meiklejohn until vesting date and thereafter for such period as 
the West Midlands Area Gas Board may determine. Mr. Frank 
Greenhalgh, General Manager and Engineer of the Oldham Cor- 
poration Gas Department, died suddenly while on duty in 
December, a fortnight before the opening of extensions to the 
plant at the Higginshaw Works, for the planning of which he 
had been largely responsible. 

Early in January the appliance manufacturing side of the 
industry sustained a heavy loss by the death of Mr. Cyril G. 
Davis, Deputy Chairman of Radiation, Ltd., and Chairman and 
Managing Director of the Davis Gas Stove Co., Ltd. His service 
to the industry started in 1906 when he entered the Davis Gas 
Stove Co., Ltd., founded by his father in 1873. His Company 
was one of the first members of the Society of British Gas Indus- 
tries, and Mr. Davis himself was one of the prime movers in 
the formation of Radiation, Ltd., in 1919. He became Chairman 
of the Council of the S.B.G.I. in 1920 and filled the office with 
that zeal and ability which characterized all his activities in the 
industry. 

Mr. F. W. Taylor, Engineer and Manager of the Ryde Gas 
Light Company, died in May; Mr. E. Rowland Willis, Station 
Engineer of the Bow Common Works of the Gas Light and Coke 
Company, in March; Mr. J. O. Crawford, Manager of the 
Stevenston Gas Company, in October; and Mr. F. Johnston, 
Chief Engineers’ Secretary, Manchester Gas Department, in 
September. 

Lord Dukeston, formerly Mr. Charles Dukes, Past Chairman 
of the National Joint Industrial Council for the Gas Industry, 
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died in May; Sir Clifford C. Paterson, O.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., 
founder, and for 30 years Director of the Research Laboratories 
of the General Electric Company at Wembley, died in July ; Mr. 
J. S. Dow, formerly Secretary of the Association of Public Light- 
ing Engineers and latterly Secretary and President of the Illum- 
inating Engineering Society, died in August; Mr. H. O. Davies, 
Secretary of the Association of Public Lighting Engineers, died 
in January; and Mr. R. Murdin Drake, O.B.E., Joint Manager 
of the Association of British Chemical Manufacturers and 
Secretary of the Association of Tar Distillers, died in December. 

On the contracting side the deaths have been recorded of 
Mr. D. Gibb, Northern Sales Manager for R. & A. Main, Ltd. ; 
Mr. A. E, Adams, Area Manager of George Wilson Gas Meters, 
Ltd.; Mr. O. E. Yeo, Director of Tully, Sons & Co., Ltd.; Mr. 
H. H. Beresford, Managing Director of the Staveley Coal and 
Iron Co., Ltd.; Mr. George Harris, of the Sales and Service 
Department of Cannon Iron Foundries, Ltd.; Mr. H. H. Lang- 
ford, representative of Richmonds Gas Stove Co., Ltd., in south- 
west England from 1921 until his retirement in 1944, from which 
date he was overseer of the meter factory of George Glover & 
Co., Ltd., at Cardiff; and Mr. A. C. Bernard, Manager of the 
Carron Company. 

Several who had retired from active duty in the gas industry 
passed away during the year, among whom were Mr. J. J. Scott, 
who had retired only a few months before his death from the 
post of Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the Cowdenbeath 
Gas Company and Chief Engineer to the B.E.T. Company group 
of gas undertakings in Scotland; Mr. J. B. Hansford, Engineer 
and Manager of the Bedford District Gas Company from 1918 
until he retired in 1939; Mr. James Bell, formerly Manager at 
Dumbarton and a Past President of both the Waverley Association 
and ‘the North British Association of Gas Managers; Mr. J. E. 
Hall, for 39 years Engineer, Manager, and Secretary of the 
Prescot and District Gas Company prior to his retirement in 
1936; Mr. J. W. Simpson, fonmer Manager and Accountant at 
Chesterfield; Mr. J. H. Woodward, formerly Manager at 
Skipton; Mr. T. H. Rich, for 30 years General Manager of the 
Millom Gas Department; Mr. A. Pickering, Secretary of the 
now merged South Shields Gas Company; Mr. R. Hamilton, 
Engineer and Manager at Dalkeith up to ten years ago; and 
Mr. W. Marshall, for many years Engineer and Manager of the 
Largs Gas Department. 


Diary 


. 4.,—National Federation of Gas Coke Associations : National 
Technical Committee. Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 

. 6.—Women’s Gas Council: Headquarters Members, Gas In- 
dustry House, 3 p.m. 

. 8.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District): ‘* In- 


dustrial Gas Appliances and Utilization,” A. H. 
Holden, B.Sc. (British Gas Furnaces, Ltd., Chesterfield), 
Edinburgh. 

. 10.—London and Counties Coke Association : Technical Com- 
mittee, Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 

. 10.—Women’s Gas Council: Executive Committee, Gas In- 
dustry House, | p.m. 

. 11.—¥Federation of Gas Employers: Central Committee, Gas 
Industry House, 11.30 a.m. 

. 11.—British Gas Council: Central Board, Gas Industry House, 
2.30 p.m. 

. 12.—B.G.C. Domestic Development Committee: Technical 
Sub-Committee, 10.30 a.m.; Main Committee, 2.30 
p.m., Gas Industry House. 

. 12.—Eastern Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ Gas-Works Paints and 
their Application,’’ E.. M. Pool (Technical Representa- 
tive, Donald McPherson & Co., Ltd.), Stamford. 

. 14—London and Southern Junior Gas Association: ‘‘ Some 
Problems of Heating and Hot-Water Supply in the 
Gas Industry,’ W. F. Moore, Assoc.I.H.V.E. (Wands- 
worth and District Gas Company), Gas Industry House, 
7 p.m. 

. 14.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Western District): Distribu- 
tion paper, W. A. Green (Distribution Engineer, Paisley), 
Royal Technical College, Glasgow. 

. 19.—Manchester and District Junior Association of Gas 
Engineers: ‘‘ The Calculation of Gas Flow Through 
Pipes and Orifices,”’ J. G. Davey (Liverpool). Visit 
to the meter works of Sawer & Purves, Ltd. 

. 25.—Southern Association of Gas Engineers and Managers 
(Eastern District): “‘ Ten Years’ Experience of a Two- 
part Tariff,’ J. E. Davis, F.R.I.C., Principal Technical 
Officer, and R. F. Layton, Tariff Officer, South Metro- 
politan Gas Company. Gas Industry House, 2.30 p.m. 
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Personal 


Mr. Puitirp W. B. KiNG has joined the staff of Walter King, Ltd., 
and for the present is attached to Head Office. Son of Mr. Clifford 
King, Chairman and Managing Director, Philip King represents the 
fourth generation of his family to serve the ‘‘ JOURNAL” and its 
associated papers. He enlisted in the Army in February, 1945, was 
commissioned in the Essex Regiment in June, 1946, and released early 
in 1948 after a brief period of overseas service. Last summer the 
Directors of Radiation, Ltd., offered the exceptional opportunity of 
several weeks’ instruction at their Aston Works; and subsequently, 
by the courtesy of Colonel W. Moncrieff Carr, he spent some 
months under instruction in the Manchester, Harrogate, and Castleford 
offices of the United Kingdom Gas Corporation. 


* * * 


The accompanying photograph is of 
Mr. J. E. Cooper, B.Sc.(Leeds), M.Inst. 
Gas E., A.M.I.H.V.E., who, as_ briefly 
reported in the “* JouRNAL”’ of Dec. 15, 
has been appointed Technical Manager of 
Thomas Potterton (Heating Engineers), 
4 and De La Rue Gas Development, 

td. 


He was previously a member of the 
Research Department of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company and was associated 
particularly with the Water Heating Sec- 
tion in the Watson House Laboratories. 


SECRETARY TO THE GAS COUNCIL 


It was officially announced on Dec. 20 that Mr. FRANCIS GEORGE 
Brewer, M.A., Secretary and Assistant General Manager of the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company, had been appointed Secretary 
to the Gas Council. Previous to his appointment as Secretary of the 
Company in 1934 Mr. Brewer was Editorial Secretary of The Times. 

He was educated at the City of London School and at Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge, where he was Senior Classical Scholar 
and graduated in the First Division of the First Class of the Classical 
Tripos. During the first world war he served with the Inns of Court 
O.T.C. and the Royal Artillery. 

After demobilization Mr. Brewer was for a short time in the 
Secretaries’ Office of the Board of Inland Revenue. In the autumn 
of 1919 he was appointed to the staff of The Times, which, in addition 
to his editorial and secretarial duties, he represented as special corres- 
pondent on tours at home and abroad. 

During the last few years Mr. Brewer has been Chairman of the 
Gas Companies’ Protection Association, and he has been Secretary 
of the Greater South London Gas Corporation since its formation in 
1943. He is a member of the Finance Committee of the British Gas 
Council, a member of both the Central and the Executive Committees 
of the London and Counties Coke Association, and of the Committee 
of the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation. 


News in Brief 


Shipley (Yorks) now has 1,447 gas lamps in operation. A further 
116 gas lamps and four electric lamps remain to be brought back 
into use. 


Presenting the half-yearly revenue account to the Plymouth Gas 
Committee, the City Treasurer, Mr. E. G. Catchpole, said that the 
undertaking, which supplies the Devonport area, was the only one 
in the south-west which had not raised its prices. In November, 
83,736,000 cu.ft. of gas was used, compared with 81,729,000 cu.ft. in 
the same month last year. 


An Early-morning Visitor to Perth (Scotland) Gas-Works last week 
was Mr. J. M. Mason, Foreman of the Gas Department of Perth, 
Australia. He made the visit to hand over food parcels from the 
staff of his Department. Mr. Mason handed over 184 parcels of 
11 lb. each to employees at the works. It is six years since the Gas 
Department staffs of the two Perths established contact. Since then 
about 2,000 parcels have been sent to Perth, Scotland, from Perth, 
Australia, but this is the first time personal contact has been made. 


The Board of Trade announces that the token import scheme will 


continue in 1949 on the same basis as 1948. The token import | 


annual quota will remain 20% by value of each individual manufac- 
turers’ average trade in 1936-38 with the United Kingdom in the 
commodity concerned. Countries taking part in the scheme will be: 
Australia, Belgium and Luxembourg, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Holland, India, Italy, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and U.S.A. Commodities covered by the scheme include many 
types of machinery, iron and steel manufacturers, vehicles and rubber 
manufacturers. 
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Purchase of Land for extensions to the gas-works is being con- 
sidered by Stockton-on-Tees Corporation. The Ministry of Fuel and 
Power has approved the installation of new plant of 2 mill. cu.ft. and, 
it is stated, is prepared to give favourable consideration to increasing 
the plant to 4 mill. cu.ft., but there is not enough room for the exten- 
sions on the present site. 


Ludlow Union Gas Company’s table tennis team has finished its 
first half-season at the top of the First Division of the local District 
Table Tennis League, with an average score per match of 6—1. Three 
years ago Mr. W. J. Tipping, Manager and Secretary, and Mrs. 
Tipping were largely responsible for the formation of the District 
League, which how has two divisions. 


Final Maps showing.the boundaries of the Area Gas Boards to 
be set up under the Gas Act have now been prepared and can be 
seen at the 12 places listed in the “Gas JouRNAL” of Nov. 17, 
page 390, on Mondays to Fridays, 10-12 a.m. and 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
The maps are being printed in bulk and when ready will be on 
sale from ordnance survey agents and many bookshops at 5s. 
for each of the two parts. 


A Committee of Representatives of gas undertakings and coke 
distributors has been exploring the possibility of reviving the 
London and Counties Coke Sales Circle which was so success- 
ful before the war, and an inaugural meeting is to be held at Gas 
Industry House, at 4.30 p.m. on Jan. 7. Mr. John Charrington 
(London Coke Contractors’ Association) will address the meeting. 
It is hoped to arrange four or five general meetings each year. 


Statistics contained in the 10-yearly report of the Gas Departmen 
of Keighley Corporation emphasize the big demand which still exists 
for gas, more than the public perhaps appreciate. Even in the days 
of limited supplies and purchase tax during the years under review, 
the Department has sold something like 15,600 appliances. Since 
1940 Keighley Corporation has installed new plant costing over 
£100,000, and but for the imminence of nationalization would probably 
have received consent to proceed with new carbonizing and auxiliary 
plant costing £250,000. 


Hereford Architects met at the Demonstration Theatre at the Here- 
ford Gas Department showrooms on Dec. 16 for a preview of the 
Domestic Gas Appliances Exhibition. Alderman Garnet Marchant, 
Chairman of the Gas Committee, presented each architect with a 
copy of the new publications ‘‘ Domestic Gas Handbook for Archi- 
tects and Builders ’’ and ‘*‘ Codes of Practice for Gas Installations,” 
Vol. 1. After inspecting the exhibition, which contains many working 
models, the party were entertained to a display of gas industry films 
at the Town Hall. 


WHESSOE WORKS IN 1948 


Two major contracts completed by Whessoe, Ltd., in 1948 came 
into prominence during the Institution of Gas Engineers’ Annual 
General meeting. The complete Whessoe gas treatment plants at 
Beckton and Rotherhithe which were inspected on that occasion 
provided much interest as exemplifying modern cooling and wet 


purification practice. Progress has been made on a second contract 
for Whessoe plant for Woodall-Duckham, Ltd. This is for the fourth 
battery of ovens at Beckton, and manufacture is also in progress of 
important units ordered for the Gas Light and Coke Company for 
the modernization of gas treatment plant for Nos. 1 and 2 coke oven 
gas streams at the Beckton Works. Having completed the Rotherhithe 
scheme, the second major contract for the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company on which Whessoe are now engaged is the 32 mill. cu.ft. 
per day complete cooling and wet purification plant at East Green- 
wich. The site erection and assembly of the units, which will in fact 
treat two separate 16 mill. cu.ft. per day streams of coke oven gas, 
will be completed in 1949. 

The year 1948 saw the 200th W.W.-D. electro-detarrer contract 
putin hand. The number is significant in showing the extent to which 
electro-detarring has entered into modern gas-works practice. Recent 
developments in this respect include the wide adoption of W.W.-D. 
electro-detarrers for water gas streams and the application of electro- 
detarring to hot gas treatment. W.W.-D. units have been installed 
or placed on order for retort house location in order to deal with the 
effluent problem associated with higher tar acids—a subject coming 
into greater prominence by reason of local authorities’ requirements 
being more stringent in respect of ammoniacal liquor. 

Work has also been done on producer gas cleaning to admit cleaned 
producer gas as a diluent for town gas and to provide much needed 
additional gas-making capacity. 

In the field of pressure storage and distribution, the first site welded 
and site radiographed holder—188,000 cu.ft. capacity—was completed 
by Whessoe for the East Wight Gas Company at Shanklin. Apart 
from its advanced engineering and welding features, this holder and 
Its associated compressing and governing gear has provided another 
example where pressure storage and an extended pressure distribution 
scheme has brought better service to neighbouring towns and distant 
consumers. Welded pressure holders are also in course of manu- 
facture or site construction—two for the City of Birmingham Gas 
Department, while others are in hand for Conway, Stockton, and 

antage. The extra high pressure shop welded holder technique 


GAS JOURNAL 


703 


has been advanced in the case of the East Malling installation for the 
Mid-Kent Gas Company. More than 10 welded spheres are in hand 
for pressure storage of liquids for the chemical and petroleum 
industries. 

Completed in 1948 was the 3 mill. Whessoe spiral holder for the 
Darlington Corporation. This, as reported in the ‘ JouRNAL”’ 
earlier this year, has the feature of a completely welded tank 182 ft. 
diameter. The oil industry has been making heavy demands on the 
Whessoe Company’s output for storage tanks. No less than 75% 
of the total production from the Whessoe Works was exported in 
1948, and this figure is likely to be repeated or exceeded in 1949. 
Perhaps the most outstanding contracts Whessoe have in hand for 
the oil industry are two complete sets of fluid catalytic cracking 
vessels in connexion with the programme for increasing the capacity 
of British oil refineries. 

A new Office building was completed during 1948 accommodating 
the Whessoe Company’s head office staff of 250. This has provided 
improved facilities and has cleared the way for works extensions as 
part of a £500,000 scheme which will be in progress during 1949 to 
provide greater manufacturing resources and to improve production 
efficiency for the whole of the Whessoe Company’s output. 


BRITAIN’S FOUR-YEAR PLAN 


Britain’s long-term economic plan and the 1949-50 program. 
submitted to the Organization for European Economic Co-operation 
in October have been published as a Government White Paper. The 
{ong-term programme describes in detail the policies which Britain 
proposes to follow to “ achieve and maintain a satisfactory level of 
economic activity without extraordinary outside existence ”’ by 1952-53. 
Britain has undertaken, like the other participating countries, to 
make the fullest use of productive resources, to increase production, 
to modernize industrial and agricultural equipment, to maintain the 
stability of its economy, to expand trade, and to join in measures to 
reduce trade barriers. 2 

The programme shows a potential solution of the Western Hemi- 
sphere payments problem and the eventual balance of payments 
shown is consistent with levels of production and consumption 
substantially higher than at present. This is mainly due to the fact 
that home production is planned to increase by more than is needed 
to provide the additional exports. 

Manufacturing output, aided by the increased production of steel 
and by provision in the import programme for a higher scale of raw 
material supplies, can be about 25% above 1947, and the supply 
of capital equipment to industry about 15%. 

The aim for the coal industry is to produce over the next four 
years sufficient coal and coke to meet all the requirements of this 
country at the lowest possible cost in materials and resources, to 
ensure that the solid fuel needs of Europe will be fully satisfied from 
European—and in a large part from British—sources, and to increase 
shipments to South America and Canada. The assumption is that 
demands for United Kingdom exports and bunkers will reach by 
1952-53 a level of 40 mill. metric tons. It should be practicable to 
meet that demand with a total production of between 250-260 mill. 
metric tons. This implies an annual increase of about 5% in output 
per man-year. 

British oil companies sold for inland consumption over 10 mill. 
metric tons of oil to participating countries (excluding the U.K.) 
in 1947. This will rise to about 13 mill. tons in 1948, then constituting 
40% of their total estimated oil supplies. Oil production and refining 
capacities by British companies are being expanded both to reduce 
the need to buy oil from dollar sources and to enable more oil to be 
told to dollar purchasers. 

Despite the increased output of iron and steel, there will still be 
in 1952-53 some excess of finishing capacity which could be employed 
only by the import of some 560,000 tons of steel for finishing. Having 
regard, however, to the supplies likely to be available, only 380,000 
tons of semi-finished steel have been provided for in estimating the 
import programme for 1952-53. This will be imported from conti- 
nental producers under existing contracts. 

The broad objectives of the engineering industries will be: (a) To 
achieve by 1952 an aggregate output in mechanical and electrical 
engineering 170% of the 1938 level ; vehicles 135%; and tools and 
implements 160%; (6) to maintain the export of engineering products 
at not less than 230% of the 1938 level; (c) to organize the productive 
capacity of the industries so as to produce the equipment needed 
for the home investment programme in the required quantity, type 
of product, and time. 

The main aim for the chemical industry is to increase production 
in all branches. Current dollar expenditure of over 560 mill. a year 
will be almost eliminated. 

An annual gross investment programme at current prices of about 
8,500 mill. dollars of fixed investment at home represents the prac- 
ticable limit of what Britain may hope to achieve. Excluding ordinary 
maintenance, the available investment resources will be divided so 
as to allow 15% for the fuel and power industries, 18% for transport 
and communications, and 33% for industry, including iron, steel, and 
shipbuilding. 
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GOTHIC GAS METER 


The following paragraph which appeared in The Times of Dec. 20 
1848, was reproduced exactly 100 years later, in the issue for Monday 
of last week: 

GAS METER FOR THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.—A view was yesterday 
afforded to a number of scientific persons, and others interested in 
the consumption of gas, at Messrs. Glover’s iron-foundry, Drury- 
lane, of the immense meter constructed and cast under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Defries, of 67, St. Martin’s-lane, the inventor and 
patentee. This machine, which is to be placed in the new Palace of 
Westminster, is an almost stupendous piece of mechanism, being 
upwards of 10 feet in height and 20 feet circumference or girth; 
it is in form a hexagon, the designs are in the Gothic manner, and in 
exact keeping with the interior of the new Houses of Parliament, so 
that it is an ornamental as well as a useful addition to them, and ought 
to be placed so as to be seen by the public. The machine weighs four 
tons, and is of capacity to pass 10,000 feet of gas per hour, and of 
supplying 2,000 lights, with, according to calculation, the loss of only 
half a tenth of pressure; at which pressure it will work with the greatest 
ease. ... The iron has been bronzed and has a fine surface, the castings 
being remarkably sharp and clean. The name of the patentee and 
the title of the Chartered Gas Company and the Royal arms are 
introduced. This meter far exceeds in dimensions anything before 
attempted. 


WAR DAMAGE BILL 


The text of the War Damage (Public Utility Undertakings), &c., 
Bill to make provision in respect of war damage to public utilities 
excluded from the War Damage Acts of 1941 and 1943 was issued 
last week. The undertakings concerned were removed from the 
rights to payment of war damage and also from the liability to contri- 
bute under the Act. The intention was to make subsequent provision 
for contributions and payments. That is what this Bill seeks to do. 

The War Damage (Business Scheme) Order of March, 1941, 
exempted public utilities from the obligation to insure their goods 
under the Act. The Bill makes provision for payments for damage for 
such goods and for making contributions towards the expense of 
making payments. 

Under the Bill payments are to be made if war damage satisfies 
two tests: 

First, it must be damage to certain kinds of property; for example, 
land, distribution works, and goods of a kind insurable against war 
damage under the Business Scheme. 

Secondly, it must be damage to property so related to a public 
utility as to bring the damage within the operation of the first part of 
the Bill. For example, if land, the land must have been “ held by a 
public utility owner otherwise than as a landlord on a long term.”’ 
If goods, the goods must have been owned in the course of or held or 
used mainly or exclusively for the purpose of carrying on a public 
utility undertaking. 

Contributions are to be made towards the expense of making these 
payments. They are to be treated for all purposes as outgoings of a 
capital nature. 

Public utility undertakings are divided into eight groups and the 
aggregates of the amounts of payments to be made in respect of under- 
takings in each group are as follows: 

Aggregate gross amounts 
of payments in respect of 
undertakings in group 
£34,894,956 

509,471 
28,735,184 
12,211,142 

9,663,194 
2,006,016 
Sewerage ar ae 2,958,864 
Lighthouse is 2 336,853 


Aggregates of the amounts of contributions to be paid by each 
group are fixed at 274% of the aggregate payments of that group, 
except for the harbour group, the figure for which is 10%. 

Amounts already paid are to be set off. Net amounts due to or 
from the bodies concerned are to be the subject of an order by the 
Treasury and will be accounted for in an account to be rendered to 
Parliament. 

The main charge on the Consolidated Fund will arise in respect of 
payments by the Treasury for war damage, the aggregate gross estimate 
for which is £91,315,680. This will be reduced, however, by the 
contributions to be deducted and by the amounts to be set off, so 
that the net charge will be about £62 mill. 

The Bill also includes some amendments to the War Damage Act 
of 1943 on other matters “which experience has shown to be necessary.”” 


Name of group 
Railway. . ; ~ 
Canal 
Harbour 
Gas <i 
Electricity 
Water 


Seventeen Transport Drivers of Bradford Gas Department have 
received Safety First driving medals and bars from the Deputy- 
Chairman of the Gas Committee, Councillor A. S. Downey. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The progress of nationalized boards—those already in existence and 
those yet to be—have been much to the fore in Parliamentary question 
and answer. First, of course, there was the Prime Minister’s state- 
ment setting out the names of the Chairmen of all the boards and 


their salaries, and on Dec. 17, Mr. Herbert Morrison gave details of 


the membership of the Gas Council—consisting of the Chairman, 
Deputy-Chairman, and the Chairmen of the 12 Area Boards, as already 
published. 

On Dec. 16, Mr. J. Morrison and Colonel Clarke brought up the 
question of compensation under the Electricity Act, asking when 
negotiations on the terms of the regulations could be expected to end. 
It was, Colonel Clarke pointed out, 16 months since the Act was 
passed and nine months since vesting day. In reply, Mr. A. Robens, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fuel and Power, said 
that consultations were practically completed and it was hoped that 
the draft regulations would be laid before Parliament when it resumed 
after the Christmas recess. The regulations are those required under 
Section 55 of the Act. 

On the same day, Mr. Robens gave some details about the defi- 
ciencies of electrical generating power as against demand. The maxi- 
mum gap between the estimated peak demand and the actual capacity 
to meet it was about 2 mill. kW. in the winter of 1946-47, and rather 
over | mill. kW. in the winter of 1947-48 ‘“* which was exceptionally 
mild.’”’ With average winter weather this year, it was thought un- 
likely that the gap would much exceed 1 mill. kW. “* but if at any time 
the weather was exceptionally severe the gap for that period might 
be double that figure.” 

Later, Mr. Robens was called upon by Colonel A. D. Dodds-Parker 
to give information on the Consultative Councils required by the 
Gas Act and the Electricity Act. What action was being taken to 
ensure that these Councils were set up before any further decisions on 
policy and rates were made, Colonel Dodds-Parker wanted to know. 

Mr. Robens brushed aside the question so far as electricity was 
concerned as five of the Councils had already been set up, but with 
regard to the Gas Act, he said that consultations had been taking place 
with the bodies interested and nominations were being invited. 

The question of atmospheric pollution by sulphur came up on the 
following day when the Lord President of the Council was asked if he 
was Satisfied that the experiments which had been made to eliminate 
harmful results from the burning of coal or fuel oil in generating stations 
adjacent to other buildings have been successful. Mr. Morrison replied 
that the present methods of removing sulphur from flue gases of 
power stations were effective though troublesome and costly. The 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research was trying to find 
methods of removal which, while still as effective, would mean less 
trouble and cost. The problem was not an easy one and a quick 
remedy could not be expected. 


HOT WATER SUPPLY FOR SCHOOLS 


The Codes of Practice Committee for Civil Engineering, Public 
Works, and Building, formed under the egis of the Ministry of Works, 
has published, in final form, Code 332.202, ‘‘ Domestic Hot Water 
Supply by Gas (Schools).”” This code was prepared by a Committee 
convened by the Institution of Gas Engineers. 

It deals with systems of heating water for domestic use in schools, 
by means of gas appliances, including auxiliary heating for clothes- 
drying when the central heating is not in use. Neither cold water 
supply and storage, nor central heating, are discussed in the code. 
A list of relevant British Standards is included. : 

Hot water is required at varying demand rates for many domestic 
purposes in schools; these points influence the selection of suitable 
installations, to which careful consideration has been given in the 
design section of the code describing the systems available, their 
selection, and the types of appliance suitable for specified duties. 
There is also information on the temperatures generally accepted for 
particular purposes, and the provision of alternative heating by gas in 
central heating systems using solid fuel. The code points out the 
desirability of temperature and time controls. — 

In the section “ Installation Considerations which affect Design’ 
recommendations are given on a number of points, including gas 
supply, nature of water supply, cold water supply arrangements, length 
of non-circulatory draw-off pipes, insulation, venting, &c. 

The efficiency of a water-heating system depends very much on the 
manner in which it is installed and the code makes extensive recom- 
mendations on the installation of the principal types of heaters. The 
“Work on Site ’’ section contains advice on bending, cutting, and 
jointing, fixing and supporting pipes; and on provision for expansion 
and contraction and protection from damage. Tables set out the 
recommended spacing of supports for pipes of different gauges and 
materials; the capacities, performance details and special features of 
various types of water heater; and hot water storage requirements In 
schools. The code is illustrated with 15 diagrams, one of which Is 
a nomogram linking pipe sizes to flow of water and loss of head. 

Copies of the code may be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24-28, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 5s., reference 
CP.332.202 (1948). 
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18-inch oven 


4 boiling burners 


eit 


HE NEW WORLD gas cookers of 

the No. 1430 series are of handsome 

appearance, sturdy construction and 
maximum working speed. In overall perform- 
ance, simplicity of use and accessibility for 
servicing and cleaning they are all better than 
ever before. 


Whilst they retain such proven NEW 
WORLD features as the cleanable Regulo, 
Vertico tap and Radiation Gas Match, they 
also embody many important new principles 
of design, some of which are protected by 
patents. 


Chief of these is the Unit Construction 
principle whereby each unit is self-contained 
and may be removed independently from the 
chassis with minimum disturbance to all the 
others. Thus the external sheathing, the oven 
door, the one-piece grill chamber (carrying 
all the hot-plate components), and the oven 
unit are all readily and separately removable 
in each model. 
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I.C.I. Acquisitions 


Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., have 
purchased the ammonia and hydrogenation 
sections of the chemical factory at Heysham 
(Lancashire), and will operate these sections 
on their own account as from Jan. 1, instead 


| of as managers for the Government. 


The ‘Shell’ Refining and Marketing 
Company have already purchased the re- 
finery section of the factory, and the two 
companies will work side by side. I.C.I. 
have also purchased the factory at Pant, 
Dowlais, Monmouthshire, which they have 


| been operating as agents for the Ministry of 


Supply. It is not intended that there shall 
be any change in the present production of 
heavy chemicals at the factory. 


Price Order Changes 


The Board of Trade in consultation with 
the Central Price Regulation Committee 
have made the Miscellaneous Goods (Maxi- 
mum Prices) (Amendment No. 3) Order, 
1948, to come into operation on Jan. 3. 


| This Order amends the Miscellaneous Goods 
| (Maximum Prices) (Amendment) Order, 


1948. Paint and distemper, stain, lacquer, 
and oil varnish are no longer price controlled 
under the Order. Non-ferrous bolts, nuts, 
&c., have been excluded from the Order as 
their prices, like those of steel articles of the 


| same sort which are already excluded, are 


adequately supervised by the Ministry of 
Supply. Cases for jewellery and imitation 
jewellery are now controlled under the 
Order. 

The Ordér extends the existing provisions 
as to “‘ sole distributors ’’ by bringing within 
that category any wholesaler, in relation to 
goods which he has bought from the manu- 
facturer, provided that these goods are of a 


| description in respect of which the Central 


Price Regulation Committee keep a register 
of sole distributors, and that he is entered 
upon the register in respect of goods of that 
description. 

The definition of maximum price and 
purchase price has been amended. New 
provisions have also been inserted in regard 
to delivery charges and the ‘“ small parcel ”’ 
limit of £2 has been raised to £10 in respect 
of electrical goods and to £5 in respect of 
certain types of stationery. The new pro- 
visions make it clear that delivery charges 
which have been added to the sellers’ max- 
mum price for these ‘“‘ small parcels’ may 
not be passed on by the buyer to his customer, 
but will have to be found out of the buyer’s 
mark-up. Certain of the distributors’ per- 
centages in respect of illuminating glassware 
have been increased. 


The Miscellaneous Goods (Maximum 


| Prices) (Amendment No. 2) Order, 1948, 


Ever since 1913 “‘ PERMAC,” the original 
Metal-to-Metal Jointing, has been holding 
up difficult joints in Gas Works and on 
Coke Oven Plants all over the world. 
Equally suitable for any joint—steam, 
water, gas, oil, benzol, ammonia, etc.— 
screw pipe or flange. 


Manufactured only by 


THOMAS & BISHOP E> 


39, ARTHUR ROAD, LONDON, SW19. 





has been revoked and the first schedule to 


| the principal Order has been consolidated. 


| The schedule has also been slightly re- 
arranged and minor amendments have been 
made. 


TRADE CARDS 


TOM CARRINGTON & CO. LTD. 
Lyndon Toolworks, West Bromwich. T/N 
0517 (2 lines), 

“LYNDON” and “EGA-KUT” 
SCREWING TOOLS; 
TAPS; DIES; STOCKS AnpD DIES; 
GROUND THREAD TAPS 
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Combustion Engineering 
Association 


The Combustion Appliance Makers’ Asso- 
ciation (Solid Fuel) has never been an exclu- 
sive association of appliance makers. From 
its inception its membership has included 
persons, firms, associations and organiza- 
tions, other than appliance makers, who 
wished to support its activities, but full 
membership has not been available to them. 
The change of name to “* The Combustion 
Engineering Association,’’ which was unani- 
mously agreed at a recent extraordinary 
general meeting of members brings the title 
of the Association into line with this fact, 
and changes in the constitution allow full 
membership to many supporters who have 
hitherto been Associate Members. 


Two new objects have been added to the 
revised constitution. The first aims at 
assisting the development of a system of 
distribution which will enable supplies of coal 
of consistent quality to be delivered to 
industry, with possibly alongside this activity 
an investigation of the relative commercial 
values of different grades of coal. The 
second, is “* To take such steps as may appear 
desirable to promote and/or give active 
support to the co-ordination and develop- 
ment of facilities for the training of suitable 
persons in combustion engineering ’’; that 
is, to work for the getting up of adequate 
facilities for the training of combustion 
engineers, and thus make a vital contribution 
to the solution of the fuel efficiency problem. 








Membership of the Association will in Hous 
future consist of two classes: (i) Members who 
shall be Associations or organizations or ake a p 
firms, who are not also producers of ousing p1 
primary fuels, and who are wholly or partly : 
engaged in one or more of the following wailable t 
activities: (a) the manufacture of combustion operties 


appliances and/or ancillary equipment; (5) 
the distribution of combustion appliances 
and fuels; (c) the use of fuel in combustion 
appliances; (d) the manufacture of smokeless 
fuels; and (ii) Associates who shall be Asso- 
ciations or other organizations, firms or 
persons who desire to support and further the 
activities of the Association. 


The change of name and the changes in the 
constitution will take effect from Jan. |, 
The address of the Combustion Engineering 
Association is 24, Tottenham Court Road, 
London, W.1. 















A leaflet on heat exchangers and condensers 
of the spiral plate type (high efficiency 
Rosenblad design) is published by Ashmore 
Benson, Pease & Co., Ltd., Stockton-on- 
Tees, who have had extensive experience in 
the design and manufacture of the type 0 
unit. With their Swedish associates, Messrs. 
Rosenblad, they have solved a large numbe 
of heat recovery problems at home and over 
seas. The heat-exchanger was described 
in a ‘GAs JOURNAL” abstract published 
in the issue of Dec. 1, 1948. 





Symb 


Ascot 30-r 


instructi 
HILMOR LTD. wae 
; 
Tube Bending Machines (Hand and Power). tantaneo 
Tube Bending Specialists. lree on lo 


65, Calshot Street, King’s Cross, London,N.1 
Phone: Terminus 4714 (2 lines). 
We can supply machines for bending Gas 


and Steam Piping from 3; in. to 2 in. in the 
cold state. 
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as Journal 


Vol. 256. 100th Year. LONDON, DECEMBER 29, 1948. No. 4465. Price 1/- 


Registered as a Newspaper. 
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Houses into Flats We have endeavoured to Ascot Town Plan Summaries offer an 
ake a practical contribution to the solution of the expert advisory service to Architects and Housing 
al ousing problem in this Ascot publication. It is freely Authorities by the summarisation of the more important 
oul wailable to all those interested in the conversion of Town and Regional Planning Schemes. Already 19 sum- 
ati operties. maries have been published and more are being prepared. 
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ASCOT SERVICE TO THE GAS INDUSTRY 
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Symbols of Service We present the new Neasden Iraining Scheme We extend a 
Ascot 30-minute sound film, which comprises a complete cordial invitation to all those interested to visit the 
instructional training course in the principles of in- Ascot Instructional Centre at Neasden, where a full 
stantaneous water heating by gas. Copies are available course of training in instantaneous gas water heating is 
ree on loan on request. available throughout the year. 


ower). 








ASCOT GAS WATER HEATERS LTD. 43 > PARK STREET - LONDON: WI! 
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THE FINEST PRIMER FOR ALL <S%zZecK, 


rg Vi-te rnus 


@ _=eiThe treatment of steelwork, such as 

girders, channels, platework, etc.,in the form of 

an undercoating has no doubt on many occasions 

received your consideration. “SCOTT’S VI-TERNUS” 

is something different, and we feel sure you have only 

once to try the material to be convinced of its merits. 

“SCOTT’S VI-TERNUS” is a red lead primer, modified to meet 

the most exacting conditions. It is superior in all respects to any 
other priming coat. 


IT DOES NOT THICKEN with storage. It covers 
MORE YARDS PER GALLON than red lead. 
A sample will be sent on request free of charge. 


Write to-day to: 


JOHN E. WILLIAMS & CO., LTD. 


VICTORIA PAINT WORKS * * PARTINGTON * * Nr. MANCHESTER. 
Telephone : IRLAM 331. 


This is the number of DONKIN VALVES sold ANNUALLY. 
Unmistakable evidence of their popularity and reliability. 
They are in use in all parts of the World where Gas 
Works exist. 

High Pressure Valve 


for pressures up to 
100 Ibs 


The Standard Donkin 
Rack and Pinion Low 
Pressure Valve which 
has been in general 
use for a great 
number of years. 


THE BRYAN DONKIN CO. LTD. 
GAS WORKS PLANT ENGINEERS « CHESTERFIELD 








